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Carol’s ����������������������������  (The President’s Message) 
 
Happy December fellow Optimists!  November was a very 
busy month for our club. We started off with the Zone 
breakfast.  Lt. Governor Brian Marshall facilitated the 
meeting which was attended by 26 guests with 
representation from almost every club in Zone 5.  Brian 
gave an Optimist Quiz on general rules and facts to be 
completed by the club Presidents.  The winner was 
Keswick’s President Bruce Croxall……I’m not sure which 

place your President came in….I was afraid to ask.  In any case we all presented our 
club reports for the first quarter and from the sounds of it, our zone will be a busy one 
again this year.  Newmarket has offered to hold the next Zone Breakfast with 
particulars to be communicated at a later date.   
Our second dinner meeting featured guest speaker Gary Chapman who shared his 
experiences with Aqua Farming which led him to his current position as President of 
North American Tilapia.  It has been said that Tilapia is the “original” fish sometimes 
called St. Peters Fish.  Gary started his hatchery with a harvest from the original source 
at the base of the Nile River.     
The end of November was a busy one.  The club MARHALLED the Santa Claus 
Parade, submitted an AWARD WINNING float in the Parade, attended the QB1 in 
Burlington and had a MAMMOTH “2” day book sale.  Congratulations and thank you 
to these Committees and especially the Chairs for all your hard work and efforts.  
Thanks as well to the volunteers who with these committees contributed to the success 
of these events.  We appreciate you all and thank you for your dedication to the club.  
December will be a little less busy but not by much.  We have the Annual Christmas 
Dinner on Wednesday December 17th at St. Andrews Golf Club and the Showcase 
Tournament.  We have a new partner on board plus a new name for the Tournament.  
It will be the Optimist – Home Hardware Hockey Tournament.  The Skills 
Competition will be held on Saturday December 27th.   Alex Ansell will Chair this 
event.  You can contact Alex to volunteer or for more information at 905-727-5012.   
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Have a safe and happy holiday season.  
 
Carol 
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Opti Prime 

For Golf Enthusiasts 
 
 May thy ball lie in green 
pastures, and not in still 
waters. 

Ben Hogan 
 
Golf is a game invented by 
the same people who think 
music comes out of a 
bagpipe. 

Lee Trevino 
 
If you drink, don't drive. 
Don't even putt. 

Dean Martin 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Spring into Safety – Rob Parypa 
Book Sale – Nora MacDonald   
                 -  Ken McIsaac 
Bowling for Big Brothers 

- Carol Bartlett 
Bulletin – Alex Ansell 
Chess – Steve Granger 
           -   Mike Varcoe 
COLS – John Thompson 
Communications – Carol Bartlett 
Dinner Meetings – Carol Bartlett 
Hartwell Run – Paul English 
Junior Golf – Greg Way 
Membership – Brian Walsh 
Members Xmas Party – John Housser 
Mobile Kitchen – Terry Sherin 
Opti Rec Hockey – Brian Walsh 
Optimist International Foundation   
                             - Alex Ansell                                                                            
Presidents’ Nite – Carol Bartlett 
 - Ken Banks 
Progressive Dinner – Carol Bartlett 
Publicity – Diane Buchanan 
Respect for Law – Steve Hinder 
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling 
                        – Terry Sherin  
Santa Claus Parade Float – Anna 

Kroeplin 
Showcase Tournament – Alex Ansell 
Soap Box Derby – John Thompson 
Street Dance – Carol Bartlett                      
Web Site – Brian Walsh 
 
Director – Marketing/Publicity 
                     - Diane Buchanan 
Director – Youth Activities 
                     - Tony Caceres 
Director – Community Service 
                     - Bill Otton 
Director – Membership 
                    - Brian Walsh 
Director – Fundraising 
                    - Barb Steele 
Director - Fellowship 

   - Tom Litwiller 
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President Carol Bartlett, Lt. Governor 
Brian Marshall, Greg Way and Alex Ansell 
attended the 1st Quarter District Meeting in 
Burlington.  The attendance at the meeting 
was the highest in a number of meetings.  
Everyone enjoyed meeting Vice President 
Rich Bloom and his wife Connie from 
Galdwin, Michigan.  Rich added his 
considerable experience to the meeting. 
 
All of the workshops were well attended.  
Greg and Carol sat in on the Trillium 
Foundation presentation and felt that in 
order to take advantage of the Foundation, 
a lot of paperwork had to be done. 
 
The next meeting will be held at the 
Holiday Inn Suites in Markham, February 
20-22.  This is the awards meeting and 
hopefully we will be recognized as an 
Honour Club. 

 

Mark Your 
Calendar 

December 27-30 
Aurora Community Centre  

 
Optimist Tri-Star Skills Competitions 
will take place on Saturday December 
27 starting at 7:00 am and continuing 

until 9:30 pm 
 

The awards from the Tri-Star skills 
competition will be presented after the 
4 on 4 Mini Tournament on Monday 

December 29. 
 

We will be calling you about both 
dates 

 

��������� 	
 
· December 3 – Business Meeting 
· December 17 – Christmas 

Meeting 
· December 27 – 31 – Showcase 
· January 7 – Business Meeting 
· January 21 – Dinner Meeting 
· January 28 – Board Meeting 

 
 Another 

Successful 
Book Sale 

  
Our 22nd Annual Book Sale was 
another roaring success.  We raised 
over $16,000.  Customers started 
lining up at 7:00 am and once the 
sale stated, ran into the sale rooms.   

As usual, almost everyone in the 
Club contributed to the sale’s 

success, but there are a few special 
people to thank.  First of all, many 

thanks to 11 year old Marco Caceres 
who, along with Anna Kroeplin, 

handed our almost 2,000 bookmarks 
advertising our book sale at the 
Santa Claus Parade.  Secondly, 

thanks to Bill Otton and the rest of 
the Santa Claus Parade Float 

Committee for featuring our book 
sale on their prize-winning float.  

And finally, heartfelt thanks to my 
hard-working Book Sale Committee: 

Trish Back, Anna Kroeplin, Ken 
McIsaac, Glen Sharp, Barb Steele 

and Joyce Way. 
 

 



Book Sale Antics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 

 
 
 

 
And we had fun 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Optimist Creed 
 

Promise Yourself 
 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 

 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity 

to every person you meet. 
 

To make all your friends feel that there is 
something in them. 

 
To look at the sunny side of everything 

and make your optimism come true. 
 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and to expect only the best. 

 
To be just as enthusiastic about the 

success of others as you are about your 
own. 

 
To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press onto the greater achievements of 

the future. 
 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature you 

meet a smile. 
 

To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that you have 

no time to criticize others. 
 

To be too large for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear and too happy 

to permit the presence of trouble. 
 

 
 

Right Here, Right Now 
 
 

SANTA CLAUS 
PARADE and 

FLOAT   
 
It was a great evening, not too cold 
and with spirits running high. and 
“We won, again”!  
 

   
On Saturday November 22, weeks of 
hard work came together and the 
Optimist Float not only entered the 
Aurora Santa Claus Parade, but also 
won- Best Service Club Float, 2008 
thanks to Anna and Todd Kroeplin, Bill 
Otton, Ken Banks, Ken Watkins, Peter 
Bifolchi, Tony Caceres, Tom Mrakas.  
Special thanks are also extended to Peter 
Bifolchi for supplying materials and  to 
Marco Caceres, Daniel MacNeil and 
Valarie Otton for their assistance 
 
The Gift of Reading Derby themed 
float consisted of a giant book with 
open pages, a lit up snowman, candy 
canes, Christmas figures in rocking 
chairs circling the float and hundreds 
of lights.  It was great advertisement 
for our upcoming book sale.  The 
float was truly a work of art. 
 

  
The parade itself was as usual well 
organized and ran smoothly under the 
guidance of Terry Sherin.  Many thanks 
are extended to Patricia and Peter 
Bifolchi, Ted Beardwood, Paul English, 
Rob Gaby, Stephen Granger, Glen Sharp, 
John Thompson, Greg Way and Rob 
Whiting for their assistance 
 

 Photos courtesy of the Auroran

 

 

I deserve  
this rest  

This looks 
like a good 
one 

 

But we are 
working 



 

  
December 2008      
 1 2 3 

Business Mtg. 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 
 
 
 

11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 
Christmas Dinner 
 - 6:30 p.m.  
St. Andrews 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 
 
 
 

25 26 27 
Showcase 
Skills Competition 
7:30 am – 9:30 pm 

28 
Showcase 

29 
Showcase 
4 on 4 and Skills 
Presentations 

30 
Showcase  
Championship  
Games 

31 
 
 
 

   

       
January 2009      
    1 

 
  
 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 
Business Meting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 
 
 
 

15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 
Dinner Meeting 
 -7:30 p.m.  
Jonathan’s 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

29 30 31 

 
For lots of interesting information about Optimist International and its 
programs visit the official web site at “www.optimist.org” , the Central 
Ontario District at “www.cenon.ca” or our own at 
“www.auroraoptimist.com”  
 
 
Editor’s Corner  
 
During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on 
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to 
optimism.  Event write-ups will be a must.  If you have any other 
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin, 
please forward them to me at 905-727-5012 or email at ansellas@interlog.com 


