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Carol’s ����������������������������  (The President’s Message) 
 
Happy November fellow Optimists!  In October we had 
our first dinner meeting of the year and our featured guest 
was Cybil Litwiller.  Cybil spoke about her experiences 
living and teaching English in Japan.  Cybil delivered her 
presentation with great enthusiasm and detail that we all 
left knowing a little more about the culture then we did 
before.  November’s dinner meeting will feature Gary 
Chapman, President of North American Tilapia; Gary will 

speak to us about fish farming in Canada.   
 
November is going to be a busy and exciting month.  Aurora will be hosting the first 
Zone 5 breakfast meeting on Sunday November 2nd at Jonathan’s on Yonge.  We 
have the dinner meeting on Wednesday November 19th and then the Santa Claus 
Parade on Saturday November 22nd.  Terry Sherin will be the liaison with the town 
to marshal the parade again this year.  If you can volunteer please give Terry a call at 
416-315-7368 or email tsherin@trebnet.com.  The Parade Float Committee headed by 
Anna Kroeplin has been busy working on their masterpiece “Reading is a Gift 
Theme”.  Another great idea for our annual entry.  This theme segues quite nicely into 
the following weekend for our major fundraiser of the year, the Annual Book Sale.  
Nora McDonald and her Book Sale Committee have been meeting and preparing for 
this event for some time now.  Barb Steele will be your contact for volunteering on 
that weekend starting Friday November 28th and concluding on Sunday November 
29th.  Please give Barb a call at 905-954-0329 if you can cover one of the scheduled 
shifts. 
  
I myself will be heading to Burlington for the first Quarter Board meeting for 
2008/2009 on Saturday November 22nd.  I’ll be back in time to catch the parade along 
with the other 35,000 spectators.  See you at the next business meeting Wednesday 
November 5th.  
  
 
Carol 
 
 

SANTA CLAUS 
PARADE 

 
Help is needed again this year to marshal our 

great nighttime bright and colourful 
 

   Date: Saturday November 22, 2008  
Marshals are to meet at 3:00 pm at the Automotive 
Complex north of Orchard Heights Blvd.  Parade 

starts at 6 p.m. 
 Please call Terry Sherin @ 905-727-3154 or E-mail  tsherin@tebnet.com 

       
                              The    
 
 
 
 

Optimist Club of Aurora 
 

November 2008 
 

Opti Prime 

Gentle Thoughts 
 

 The Roman Numerals for 
forty (40) are ' XL.�  

Long ago when men cursed 
and beat the ground with 

sticks, it was called 
witchcraft.  Today, it's called 

golf. 
 

The sole purpose of a child's 
middle name is so he can tell 
when he's really in trouble. 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pssssstt !!!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     Pssssstt !!!  
 

I will be arriving on  
November 22 and 
will drop in to visit   
you on December  
17 at your Christmas 
Party.  I do hope  
that we get some  
snow. 

  
  

 

Committee Chairs 
 
Spring into Safety – Rob Parypa 
Book Sale – Nora MacDonald   
                 -  Ken McIsaac 
Bowling for Big Brothers 

- Carol Bartlett 
Bulletin – Alex Ansell 
Chess – Steve Granger 
           -   Mike Varcoe 
COLS – John Thompson 
Communications – Carol Bartlett 
Dinner Meetings – Carol Bartlett 
Hartwell Run – Paul English 
Membership – Brian Walsh 
Members Xmas Party – John Housser 
Mobile Kitchen – Terry Sherin 
Opti Rec Hockey – Brian Walsh 
Optimist International Foundation   
                             - Alex Ansell                                 
Presidents’ Nite – Carol Bartlett 
 - Ken Banks 
Progressive Dinner – Carol Bartlett 
Publicity – Diane Buchanan 
Respect for Law – Steve Hinder 
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling 
                        – Terry Sherin  
Santa Claus Parade Float – Anna 

Kroeplin 
Showcase Tournament – Alex Ansell 
Soap Box Derby – John Thompson 
Street Dance – Carol Bartlett                      
Web Site – Brian Walsh 
 
Director – Marketing/Publicity 
                     - Diane Buchanan 
Director – Youth Activities 
                     - Tony Caceres 
Director – Community Service 
                     - Bill Otton 
Director – Membership 
                    - Brian Walsh 
Director – Fundraising 
                    - Barb Steele 
Director - Fellowship 

   - Tom Litwiller 
 

22nd Annual 
Aurora Optimist 

Book Sale 

 
  

YES! YES! YES!, it's almost that 
time of year again 

  
The ENORMOUS, 

GIANTANTIC BOOK SALE  
  

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 29  - 
8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 30      - 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

  
at the  

  

The Aurora Library  
  

Your book sale committee is up and 
flying with members on board with 
Nora MacDonald and Ken McIsaac co-
chairing the committee. 
 
Students are also welcome to help out, 
particularly with the sort, which will 
give them hourly credits to meet their 
required community service. 

 
Please give Barb Steele a call at 905-
954-0329 if you can cover one of the 
scheduled shifts. 

 
Volunteers are required for 

Friday NOVEMBER 28 starting 
at 1:00 pm for sorting and to help 

with setup, and for selling on 
Saturday and Sunday and pack 

up on Sunday   
 
Mark the dates on your calendars 

                  1sstt  QQuuaarr tteerr       
                                            DDiissttrr iicctt       
                                            CCoonnffeerr eennccee  
  
                                                            NNoovveemmbbeerr   2211,,  2222  
                                                            HHooll iiddaayy  II nnnn    
        BBuurr ll iinnggttoonn                                         
 
Come out and meet International Vice 
President Rich Bloom and his wife 
Connie from Galdwin, Michigan. 
 
Take part in one or more of the 6 
different workshop sessions and the 
round table discussions.  For details of 
the sessions, please go to the Get ideas 
from others and join in on the 
hospitality.  Find out what our District 
is all about. 
 
Don’t forget about the District “Getting 
ready for Winter” service project.  
Winter items required are new or 
gently used mitts, hats scarves and 
boots.  Carol will take them to the 
District meeting in Burlington for local 
distribution. 

  

Mark Your 
Calendar 

December 27-30 
Aurora Community Centre  

 
Optimist Tri-Star Skills Competitions 
will take place on Saturday December 
27 starting at 7:00 am and continuing 

until 9:30 pm 
 

The awards from the Tri-Star skills 
competition will be presented after the 
4 on 4 Mini Tournament on Monday 

December 29. 
 

We will be calling you about both 
dates 

 

Committees 
 
At meetings of clubs, by an effort 

of will, 
I always contrive to keep perfectly 

still, 
For it takes but a word of 

annoyance or pity 
And wham! there I am on 

another committee. 
         - Alice F Sturgis, Learning 
           Parliamentary Procedure, by  
           Richard Armour (McGraw 
           Hill Book Company) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Optimist Creed 
 

Promise Yourself 
 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 

 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity 

to every person you meet. 
 

To make all your friends feel that there is 
something in them. 

 
To look at the sunny side of everything 

and make your optimism come true. 
 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and to expect only the best. 

 
To be just as enthusiastic about the 

success of others as you are about your 
own. 

 
To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press onto the greater achievements of 

the future. 
 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature you 

meet a smile. 
 

To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that you have 

no time to criticize others. 
 

To be too large for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear and too happy 

to permit the presence of trouble. 
 

 
 

Right Here, Right Now 
 
 

��������� 	
 
· November 2 – Zone Meeting 
· November 5 – Business Meeting 
· November 19 – Dinner Meeting 
· November 21,22 – District 

Quarter Board 
· November 22 – Santa Claus 

Parade 
· November 28 – 30 – Book Sale 
· December 3 – Business Meeting 
· December 17 – Christmas 

Meeting 
·  December 27 – 31 - Showcase 

              Types of  
               Donations  

                             There are many ways  
                    t        to contribute to  the  
                             Optimist International    
                             Foundation of Canada:  

Dime a Day 
We’re “BUILDING THE FUTURE 
WHERE EVERY KID COUNTS”, and 
you can make a real difference with just 
a “Dime a Day”.   

Restricted and Unrestricted 
Gifts 

The majority of the Canadian Foundation 
gift support is unrestricted. This permits 
the Canadian Foundation to use such 
funds where they are most urgently 
needed and to respond to new 
opportunities and initiatives as they 
occur. Donors may, however, choose to 
designate gifts for one or more of the 
specific programs supported by the 
Canadian Foundation. Any gift may be 
given on a confidential basis and/or 
made anonymously  

Credit Card Gifts 
Most gifts to the Optimist International 
Foundation of Canada are cash 
contributions, allowing donors the ability 
to receive full tax benefits if they 
itemize. For the donor’s convenience, the 
Canadian Foundation also accepts 
MasterCard and Visa. 
 

Matching Gifts 
Many companies have Matching Gift 
Programs in which the company will 
double, and sometimes triple, the amount 
the employee contributes to a qualifying 
nonprofit organization. Check with your 
employer for specific guidelines and 
appropriate forms.   

Securities Gifts 
To make a gift of stock, please call the 
OIFC office (800-500-8130) for the 
numbers necessary to make an electronic 
transfer.   

Bequests 
A bequest is a transfer, by will, of 
personal property such as cash, securities 
or other tangible property to the Optimist 
International Foundation.  
 
(More Information to follow) 
 

Tenet V 
(from our Optimist Creed)  

To think only of the best, to work 
only for the best and to expect 
only the best, 
 
Questions for empowerment 

1. Are you a positive 
person? 

 
2. Do you work as hard as 

you play? 
 

3. Are you able to control 
your thoughts, and 
concentrate your 
attention? 

 
4. How would developing 

an expectant attitude 
change your family and 
working life? 

 
5. What do you do 

exceptionally well?  Can 
you make money doing 
it? 

 
Excepted from “Power of the Creed” – 
Optimism as a Way of Life by James M. 
Rankin 

Glorious Insults 
 

"I didn't attend the funeral, but I 
sent a nice letter saying I 
approved of it." - Mark Twain 
 
"I've had a perfectly wonderful 
evening, but this wasn't it." -  
Groucho Marx 
 
"His mother should have thrown 
him away and kept the stork." -  
Mae West  
 



 

November 2008      
      1 

 
 
 

2 
Zone Meeting 
Location TBA 

3 4 5 
Business Mtg. 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 
 
  
 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 
Dinner Mtg. 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Jonathan’s 

20 21 
 
1/4 Board Mtg 
Burlington 

22 ¼ Board Mtg 
Santa Claus 
Parade 
6:00 pm 

23 24 25 26 
Board Mtg. 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

27 28 
 
 
Book Sort 

29 
Book Sale 

30 
Book Sale 
 
 

      

       
December 2008      
 1 2 3 

Business Mtg. 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 
 
 
 

11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 
Christmas Dinner 
 - 6:30 p.m.  
St. Andrews 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 
 
 
 

25 26 27 
Showcase 
Skills Competition 
7:30 am – 9:30 pm 

28 
Showcase 

29 
Showcase 
4 on 4 and Skills 
Presentations 

30 
Showcase  
Championship  
Games 

31 
 
 
 

   

 
For lots of interesting information about Optimist International and its 
programs visit the official web site at “www.optimist.org” , the Central 
Ontario District at “www.cenon.ca” or our own at 
“www.auroraoptimist.com”  
 
 
Editor’s Corner  
 
During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on 
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to 
optimism.  Event write-ups will be a must.  If you have any other 
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin, 
please forward them to me at 905-727-5012 or email at ansellas@interlog.com 


