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Carol’s ����������������������������  (The President’s Message) 
 
Car Happy Easter!  Wow, April already, the year is sailing 
by.  I’ve just passed the halfway mark in my term and I 
feel like I’m just now getting the hang of things. 
 
Mid March we had a great turn out for the Annual 
Optimist Pool Tournament. We had a few welcome guests 
with one of them actually ending up in the finals.  This 
year we did a two-person team; double knockout and it 
seemed to work well.  This format allowed us to be done 

before 10pm.  That might be a record.  The winning team was none other then Diane 
Buchanan and Bob Bartlett.  Thanks to John O’Heir and Ken Banks for making the 
arrangements for this great night.  Special thanks to John’s assistant Bev Attridge for 
her home cooked dinner, better then last year’s and I thought she outdid herself last 
year.  I do believe everyone was pleased.  Thanks to Ken for bringing the trophy up to 
date.  We were missing the winners between the 1st and 5th years.   
 
April 1st at our monthly business meeting we inducted our newest member Bill Hack.  
Already Bill is jumping in and supporting the group with his time.  Thanks for 
choosing the club Bill; we are very pleased to have you on board.   
 
April is another busy month for us we have a team at Sheppard’s Bush on Sat. April 
11th, partnering up with the Town and the Girl Guides for their Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt.  Some of the best cooks in the club will be there mixing, pouring and flipping 
pancakes.  The town has registered over 400 children already, far cry from the 60 that 
were registered last year.  It should be a lot of fun for all.  The following weekend the 
club will be on site at the Home Show running the Beer Garden for the Chamber.  It’s 
been quite an ordeal for the Committee but Diane, Alex, Brian and Terry have a handle 
on everything.  If you haven’t volunteered already you can give Alex a call.  I’m sure 
it too will be loads of fun.  Next up and the last weekend in April is the Hartwell Race.  
We will be providing the Pancake Breakfast on the Sunday April 26th.  We are serving 
pancakes and sausages this time out so again we will need mixers, pourers, cooks and 
servers.  A request for volunteers will follow in email. 
  
I’m looking forward to May!!!  Did you know that Alex, Tom Connor and I all 
celebrate our birthdays within one week of each other?  It’s true.   
The first weekend in May is the Progressive Dinner.  If you haven’t signed up already, 
please email me if you plan to participate.  It’s a lot of fun.  May is also a full calendar 
for the club.  The dates for the various events have been posted in the minutes.  We’ll 
go over them in more detail in next months Opti Prime.  
 
Take care and hope to see you all soon. 
 
Carol 
 

Progressive Dinner – May 2 
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Opti Prime 

Lines from Maxine 
 

Wrinkled was not one of 
the things I wanted to be 

when I grew up.  
Ever stop to think, and 
forget to start again?  

 
People our age can still 

enjoy an active, passionate 
sex life! – provided we get 
cable or that dish thing.. 

   
  
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bowl for 
Kids Sake 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pool Nite 

 
And what a night it was. Thirteen 
determined teams (which included a 
number of all-star guests) started the 
evening with a fantastic array of food 
provided by Bev Attridge. 
 
Then the event got serious and the 
double knockout competition was under 
way.  Many forms of advice were given 
to assist participants to make their shots. 

 
The eventual winners (after a tremendous 
struggle with Marc Neeb and Tom 
Mrakas) were Diane Buchanan and Bob 
Bartlett. 

 
Once again, everyone had a super time. 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Spring into Safety – Rob Parypa 
Book Sale – Nora MacDonald   
                 -  Ken McIsaac 
Bowling for Big Brothers 

- Carol Bartlett 
Bulletin – Alex Ansell 
Chess – Steve Granger 
           -   Mike Varcoe 
COLS – John Thompson 
Communications – Carol Bartlett 
Dinner Meetings – Carol Bartlett 
Hartwell Run – Paul English 
Junior Golf – Greg Way 
Membership – Brian Walsh 
Members Xmas Party – John Housser 
Mobile Kitchen – Terry Sherin 
Opti Rec Hockey – Brian Walsh 
Optimist International Foundation   
                             - Alex Ansell                                      
Presidents’ Nite – Carol Bartlett 
 - Ken Banks 
Progressive Dinner – Carol Bartlett 
Publicity – Diane Buchanan 
Respect for Law – Steve Hinder 
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling 
                        – Terry Sherin  
Santa Claus Parade Float – Anna 

Kroeplin 
Showcase Tournament – Alex Ansell 
Soap Box Derby – John Thompson 
Street Dance – Carol Bartlett                      
Web Site – Brian Walsh 
 
Director – Marketing/Publicity 
                     - Diane Buchanan 
Director – Youth Activities 
                     - Tony Caceres 
Director – Community Service 
                     - Bill Otton 
Director – Membership 
                    - Brian Walsh 
Director – Fundraising 
                    - Barb Steele 
Director - Fellowship 

   - Tom Litwiller 
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Ambassador, Hotel, Kingston 
May 22,23 

 
This will be a great meeting with not 
only learning sessions but also the 
oratorical finals 
 

 

It was a beautiful day as two 
superlative teams of bowlers from 
our Optimist Club descended on 
Gateway Lanes to participate in the 
annual Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
York bowling day.  Carol’s Comets 
consisted of Carol Bartlett, Ken 
Banks, Alex Ansell, Paul English, 
Diane Buchanan and Barb Steele.  
Bob’s Badgers had Bob Bartlett, 
Anna Kroeplin, Brian Trussler, 
Todd Kroeplin, Olga McCleery and 
Stephen Granger.   

The competition between alley 
teams was fierce.  Between gutter 
balls, spares and strikes, Bob’s 
Badgers eked out wins in both 
games. Olga McCleery and Alex 
Ansell both won radio hats for their 
bowling prowess.  Everyone had a 
great time. 
 
There were no winners or losers, 
everyone was a winner especially 
Big Brothers and Big Sisters. 
 

Meet Our Newest Member 

 
Bill Hack 

��������� 	
 

· April 1 – Business Meeting 
· April 11 – Easter Egg Hunt 
· April 17 – 19 – Home Show 
· April 26 – Hartwell Run 
· May 2 – Progressive Dinner 
· May 3 – Zone Meeting 
· May 6 – Business Meeting 
· May 20 - Respect for Law 
· May 22-23 – 3rd Quarter Board 
· May 29 – Graffiti Cleanup 
· May 31 – Youth Golf 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Optimist Creed 
 

Promise Yourself 
 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 

 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity 

to every person you meet. 
 

To make all your friends feel that there is 
something in them. 

 
To look at the sunny side of everything 

and make your optimism come true. 
 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and to expect only the best. 

 
To be just as enthusiastic about the 

success of others as you are about your 
own. 

 
To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press onto the greater achievements of 

the future. 
 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature you 

meet a smile. 
 

To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that you have 

no time to criticize others. 
 

To be too large for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear and too happy 

to permit the presence of trouble. 
 

 
 

Right Here, Right Now 
 
 

                              

                    Check 
                      and      
                     Mate 
 
On Saturday March 28, Aurora 
hosted the York Regional Chess 
Tournament at the Aurora Legion.  
Participants came from Aurora, 
Keswick, Newmarket, Richmond 
Hill, Markham and Vaughan. 

 
Thanks are extended to Steve 
Granger, Anna Kroeplin, Diane 
Buchanan, Don Stubbs, Stu Bundy, 
Bill Hack, Peter Bifolchi, Glen 
Sharp, John Thompson, Alex Ansell 
and Mike Varcoe for their assistance. 
 
Winners and other qualifiers now go 
on to the Provincial Tournament. 

 

 

 

 
Wednesday May 20 

St. Andrew’s Golf 
Club 

 
Our annual Respect for law dinner will 
be held on Wednesday May 20 at the 
St. Andrews Golf Club 
 
Please plan to attend as we honour one 
of York Region’s officers for his/her 
contribution to community safety in 
Aurora. 
 
Cocktails – 6:30 pm 
Dinner 7:15 pm 
 
Dress is business casual 

OPTI-REC 
HOCKEY 

MORNING IN 
CANADA 

On Sunday, March 1, 2009 Opti-
Rec Parents, Players, Coaches and 
Optimists enjoyed a morning of 
hockey games, refreshments and 
hospitality. 
 
The OPTI-REC league has been a 
program that has been one of our 
favorite programs for a long-term 
project for the Club. 
 
We offered coffee, donuts and juice 
to the players, coaches and parents.  
It was an opportunity for our Club 
Members to speak to the parents 
and talk about the programs and 
events that we are involved with. 

Club brochures, application forms 
and a club fact sheet were 
distributed.  A number of very 
positive comments were received 
about our involvement with the 
program.  We told the parents, that 
if they are at an event look for the 
“Big Blue Trailer” and buy your 
food from the Club. 
 
Thanks to Carol Bartlett, Diane 
Buchanan, Carolyne Trussler, Alex 
Ansell, Ken Banks, Grant Perry, 
Bill Otton, Ken McIsaac, Ted 
Beardwood and Terry Sherin. 
 
Brian Walsh 
 



 

 
 
April 2009       
   1 

Business Meting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

2 3 4 

5 6 7  9 10 11 
Easter Egg Hunt 
-9:00  - 11:30 a.m.  
Sheppard’s Bush 

12 13 14 15 
 

16 17 
Home Show 
 4:00  - 11:00 p.m.  
ACC 

18 
Home Show  
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

19 
Home Show 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

20 21 22 
 

23 24 25 

26 
Hartwell Run 
-  8:00 a.m.  
ACC 

27 28 29 
Board Meting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

30   

       
May 2009       
     1 2 

Progressive 
Dinner  
5:30 pm on 

3 
Zone Meeting 
 - 10:00 a.m.  
Sutton 

4 5 6 
 Business Meting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 
 
  
 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 
Respect for Law 
 - 7:15 p.m.  
St. Andrews 

21 22 
 
 
¼ Board Meeting 

23 
¼ Board Meeting 
The Ambassador  
Kingston 

24 25 26 27 
Board Meting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library  

28 29 
Clean up Graffiti 
Time and 
Locations TBA  

30 

31 
Junior Golf 
Tournament 
- St. Andrews 

      

 
For lots of interesting information about Optimist International and its 
programs visit the official web site at “www.optimist.org” , the Central 
Ontario District at “www.cenon.org” or our own at 
“www.auroraoptimist.com”  
 
 
Editor’s Corner  
 
During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on 
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to 
optimism.  Event write-ups will be a must.  If you have any other 
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin, 
please forward them to me at 905-727-5012 or email at ansellas@interlog.com 


