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                                   (The President’s Message)  
In November I went to the Quarter Board in Barrie, and 
thanks to Alex and Brian Marshall, it was a very 
productive day.  Some ideas were suggested at the round 
table that I would like to bring to our meetings in the 
future. 
 
The Santa Claus Parade float was another great success.  
Our theme this year was Christmas Around the World, 
and the crowd really seemed to like the float, especially 
the kids. My thanks to Anna K, Bill O., Peter B., Rob G. 

Tom B., Bill C., Todd K., Tony C. and Ken W.  We also got a lot of great comments 
about the marshalling of the parade.  People thought it must have been professionally 
organized, but we all know it’s thanks to Terry S. Some of his helpers included Diane 
B., Alex, Greg W., John M., Glen S., Rob W., Rob G., Bill H, Ted B., Brian W., Peter 
B., and Paul E. 
 
As you know, the same weekend was the now famous, Optimist Book Sale at the 
library.  My thanks to Ken M. for getting all those books for us and to Nora M. for 
organizing it all. 
We were very happy with the turn out of customers and the number of books that found 
new homes.  The gross sales were in the $20,000 range - FANTASTIC!  So many 
members turned out to help with this project, that I really can't list you all individually. 
I want to thank all of you for your "back breaking" work and continued support.  We 
can't forget to mention our honorary members too, and thank them as well for all of 
their time and efforts. 
 
Last but not least, I wanted to mention the amazing turn out of members at our last 
business meeting.  This included 2 new applicants who are anxious to become a part of 
our club. 
 
I'm looking forward to see everyone at our Christmas Dinner on Wednesday Dec. 16th 
at St. Andrews Golf Club, and for those who can't make it that night, Merry Christmas, 
Seasons Greeting and of course Happy New Year from Kath and I. 

 
Ken 
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Opti Prime 
 

Learnings of Andy 
Rooney   

I've learned . . . That the best 
classroom in the world is at 

the feet of an elderly person.  
 

I've learned . . . That a smile 
is an inexpensive way to 

improve your looks.  
 

I've learned . . . That you 
should never say no to a gift 

from a child.  
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you brought in a new 
member yet? 

     

   Pssssstt !!!  
 
I will be dropping 
in to visit you at St. 
Andrews on 
December 16 at 
your Christmas 
Party.  I do hope 
that the snow we received stays 
around.  It makes it easier on my 
reindeer. 
 
 Don’t forget to bring your unwrapped 
children’s gift and your donation to 
the food bank. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Spring into Safety – Rob Parypa 
Book Sale – Nora MacDonald   
                 -  Ken McIsaac 
Bowling for Big Brothers 

- Carol Bartlett 
Bulletin – Alex Ansell 
Chess – Don Stubbs 
           -   Mike Varcoe 
COLS – John Thompson/Tom Connor 
Communications – Carol Bartlett 
Dinner Meetings – Peter Bifolchi 
Hartwell Run – Paul English 
Home Show – Alex Ansell 
Junior Golf – Greg Way 
Membership –  
Members Xmas Party – Peter Bifolchi 
Mobile Kitchen – Terry Sherin 
Opti Rec Hockey – Brian Walsh 
Optimist International Foundation   
                             - Alex Ansell                                                                            
Presidents’ Nite – Ken Banks 
 - Glen Sharp 
Progressive Dinner –  
Publicity – Diane Buchanan 
Respect for Law – Steve Hinder 
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling 
                        – Terry Sherin  
Santa Claus Parade Float – Anna 

Kroeplin 
Showcase Tournament – Alex Ansell 
Web Site – Brian Walsh 
 
Director – Marketing/Publicity 
                     - Steve Hinder 
Director – Youth Activities 
                     - Brian Marshall 
Director – Community Service 
                     - Bill Otton 
Director – Membership 
                    - Tony Caceres 
Director – Fundraising 

- Tom Mrakas 
Director - Fellowship 

   - Brian Walsh 
 

                      11sstt    QQuuaarr tteerr     
                                            DDiissttrr iicctt       
                                            CCoonnffeerr eennccee  
                                                        

                 Holiday Inn 
                          Barrie   
                          November 20, 21 
 
The Holiday Inn in Barrie was the 
location for the 1st Quarter District Board 
Meeting of the 2009-10 administrative 
year.  
 
A good program was put on by 
Leadership Development Chair Denise 
Nacev. The workshop sessions on the 
Optimist International Foundation of 
Canada, Parliamentary Procedures, 
personal growth and Internet Safety were 
well attended.   Vice President Mark 
Katz, representing Optimist 
International, was informative and added 
his ideas to the meeting. 
 

 

 

  

Mark Your 
Calendar 

December 27-30 
Aurora Community Centre  

 
Optimist Tri-Star Skills Competitions 
will take place on Sunday December 

27 starting at 8:00 am and continuing 
until 9:00 pm 

 
The awards from the Tri-Star skills 

competition will be presented after the 
4 on 4 Mini Tournament on Tuesday 

December 29. 
 

The schedule will be out shortly   
Championship games will be held 
on Wednesday December 30 
 

November 
Optimist of the Month 

 
Ken McIsaac 

 
Charter Member of the Optimist Club 

of Aurora (25 years) 
President 1987-88 and 2003-04 

Driving force behind the annual book 
sale which has been going for 23 years 
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· December 2 – Business Meeting 
· December 16 – Christmas Dinner 
· December 18 – Olympic Torch 

Run Pancake Breakfast 
· December 27 – 30 – Showcase 
· January 7 – Business Meeting 
· January 21 – Dinner Meeting 
· January 28 – Board Meeting 
· February 3 – Business Meeting 
· February 7 – Zone Meeting 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

The Optimist Creed 
 

Promise Yourself 
 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 

 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity 

to every person you meet. 
 

To make all your friends feel that there is 
something in them. 

 
To look at the sunny side of everything 

and make your optimism come true. 
 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and to expect only the best. 

 
To be just as enthusiastic about the 

success of others as you are about your 
own. 

 
To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press onto the greater achievements of 

the future. 
 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature you 

meet a smile. 
 

To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that you have 

no time to criticize others. 
 

To be too large for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear and too happy 

to permit the presence of trouble. 
 

 
 

Right Here, Right Now 
 
 

23rd Annual 
Aurora Optimist 

Book Sale 

 
  

YES! YES! YES! - We Did It  
  

The ENORMOUS, 
GIANTANTIC BOOK SALE 

WAS THE BEST BOOKSALE 
IN YEARS  

  
On November 28th and 29th we 
held our 23rd annual book sale 
bringing more than $20,400! 
Thanks to everyone in the club for 
helping set-up and run the sale.  
The sale wouldn't be possible 
without all your help. 

 
A special thank-you to Ken 
McIsaac for getting so many books 
from the publishers.  

 
The smooth running of the sale is 
thanks to the efforts of my book 
sale committee: Trish Back, Anna 
Kroeplin, Ken McIsaac, Glen 
Sharp, Barb Steele, and Joyce Way.
 
Nora MacDonald 

 
  

SANTA CLAUS 
PARADE and FLOAT   
 
This year's float was yet another 
spectacular entry in the Aurora Santa Claus 
Parade!   
 
The theme was 'Christmas Around The 
World' and featured a well-lit 6' spinning 
globe surrounded by presents, costumed 
dolls with their arms outstretched, and a 
running track with International symbols 
encircling it.  The float was enriched 
further with festive music and our 
enthusiastic Optimist walkers - who ranged 
in age from 7 to 70-years-old! 
 
How does this Optimist team outdo 
themselves every year?  Well, we have an 
excellent sub-committee who works really 
well together, and we'd like them to know 
how valuable they are to our team and 
Optimist Club of Aurora:  
- First and foremost, a BIG thank-you is 
extended to Peter Bifolchi, with the help of 
Rob Gaby, for their excellent work on the 
construction of the globe. 
 

  
THANK YOU also goes to Bill 
Otton, Todd Kroeplin, Tom Beck, Ken 
Watkins, Sheila Kovacs, Ken Banks, Tony 
Caceres & son - Marco, Anna Kroeplin and 
her Mom -Fran Wachna.   

 
Their valuable time and efforts made 
40,000 spectators really happy!" 
 
AND we won the award for the BEST 
SERVICE CLUB FLOAT! 

   
The parade itself was as usual well 
organized and ran smoothly under the 
guidance of Terry Sherin.  Many thanks are 
extended to Peter Bifolchi, Ted 
Beardwood, Diane Buchanan, Ken Banks, 
Dave Heard, Grant Perry, Paul English, 
Rob Gaby, Brian Walsh, Bill Hack, Glen 
Sharp, Alex Ansell, Greg Way, Rob 
Whiting and John Mills for their assistance.
 



 

December 2009      
  1 2 

Business Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

3 4 5 
Salvation Army 
 - 10 am – 8 pm  
Bayview Liquour  

6 7 8 9 
 
 
 

10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 
Christmas  Dinner 
 - 6:30, dinner 
7:15 - St. Andrews 

1`7 18   Olympic 
      Torch Run  
Pancake Cookout 
10:45 Town Park 

19 

20 21 22 23 
 
  
 

24 25 26 

27 
Showcase 
Skills Competition 
7:30 am – 9:30 pm 

28 
Showcase 
 

29 
Showcase 
4 on 4 and Skills 
Presentations 

30 
Showcase  
Championship  
Games 

31   

       
January 2010       
     1    

 
2 
 
  
 

3 4 5 6 
Business Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 
 
 
 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 
Dinner Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Jonathan’s 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 
 Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

28 29 30 

31 
 
  
 

      

 
For lots of interesting information about Optimist International and its 
programs visit the official web site at “www.optimist.org” , the Central 
Ontario District at “www.cenon.org” or our own at 
“www.auroraoptimist.com”  
 
 
Editor’s Corner  
 
During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on 
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to 
optimism.  Event write-ups will be a must.  If you have any other 
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin, 
please forward them to me at 905-727-5012 or email at 
ansellas@interlog.com 

 


