
 

j85 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     2008-2009 Executive 
 
 President 
 Carol Bartlett 
 

 President Elect 
 Ken Banks 
 
 Vice Presidents 
 Glen Sharp 
 Brian Marshall 
 

 Secretary 
 Alex Ansell 
 

 Treasurer 
 Tom Connor 
 

 Directors 
 Diane Buchanan 
 Tom Litwiller 
 Brian Walsh 
 Bill Otton 
 Barb Steele 
 Tony Caceres 
  Sgt-at-Arms 
 Patricia & Peter 
 Bifolchi 
 

 Past President  Greg Way 
 
 Bulletin Editor 
 Alex Ansell  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Carol’s ����������������������������  (The President’s Message) 
 
This month most of us will celebrate a long weekend for 
the second year in a row due to Family Day on Monday 
February 16th.  This year on that exact day the Town will 
be holding the 4th Annual Arctic Adventure.  The 
festivities will be held outdoors at the Town Park.  Our 
club will be on site from appox. 11 am to 3 pm serving up 
hot drinks and hot dogs from our beloved Weenie Wagon.  
Let’s hope the coldest weather is behind us and we are 

only half-frozen by the end of the day.  On a most positive note, February is that much 
closer to spring then January. 
 
A couple of days after on the 18th is the dinner meeting and our own Steve Hinder will 
be our guest speaker.  Steve will be speaking about Neighbourhood Network, which 
most of us have heard about, but not really sure what it is all about.  We look forward 
to hearing from Steve.  
 
On the 20th Alex and I are off to Markham, to the 2nd Quarter board meetings of the 
year.  I especially look forward to this one because I get to accept the award for our 
club on behalf of Past President Greg Way.  We made Honour Club for 2008, 
congratulations to Greg and all of you hard working members.   
 
On the 26th we host the Annual Chess Tournament at the Aurora Legion.  At last count 
we expect over 250 children from 17 schools to participate.   Stephen Granger, Mike 
Varcoe and Don Stubbs have everything well under control.  They will be needing 
volunteers for set up and take down, watch for the email requesting some bodies.   
 
Typically the Bowling for Kids Sake has been in February, this year it’s been move to 
March 7th.  I’ll email the membership to see who is interested in participating this year.  
It’s from 3pm-5pm at Gateway Lanes. 
 
Until next month, stay warm and stay safe.  
 
Carol 
 

 

2nd QQuuaarr tteerr   DDiissttrr iicctt   CCoonnffeerr eennccee 
    
FFeebbrr uuaarr yy  2200  --  2222  
HHooll iiddaayy  II nnnn  &&   SSuuii tteess  
WWooooddbbiinnee  &&   SStteeeelleess,,  MM aarr kkhhaamm                                                        
 
The 2nd Quarter District Meeting will be held at the Holiday Inn and 

Suites just north of Steeles Ave. on Woodbine in Markham.   
 
This will be great event with much camaraderie, some great workshops and the annual 
awards luncheon.  President Carol will be accepting our Honour Club Award on behalf 
of Past President Greg Way for the efforts of the Club in the 2007-08 administrative 
year.  Workshops for the conference are shown on the next page. 
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Lines from Maxine 
 

 A journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a cash 

advance.  
A picture is worth a 

thousand words, but it uses 
up three thousand times 

the memory. 
 

 I don't suffer from 
insanity; I enjoy every 

minute of it. 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Spring into Safety – Rob Parypa 
Book Sale – Nora MacDonald   
                 -  Ken McIsaac 
Bowling for Big Brothers 

- Carol Bartlett 
Bulletin – Alex Ansell 
Chess – Steve Granger 
           -   Mike Varcoe 
COLS – John Thompson 
Communications – Carol Bartlett 
Dinner Meetings – Carol Bartlett 
Hartwell Run – Paul English 
Junior Golf – Greg Way 
Membership – Brian Walsh 
Members Xmas Party – John Housser 
Mobile Kitchen – Terry Sherin 
Opti Rec Hockey – Brian Walsh 
Optimist International Foundation   
                             - Alex Ansell                                                                            
Presidents’ Nite – Carol Bartlett 
 - Ken Banks 
Progressive Dinner – Carol Bartlett 
Publicity – Diane Buchanan 
Respect for Law – Steve Hinder 
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling 
                        – Terry Sherin  
Santa Claus Parade Float – Anna 

Kroeplin 
Showcase Tournament – Alex Ansell 
Soap Box Derby – John Thompson 
Street Dance – Carol Bartlett                      
Web Site – Brian Walsh 
 
Director – Marketing/Publicity 
                     - Diane Buchanan 
Director – Youth Activities 
                     - Tony Caceres 
Director – Community Service 
                     - Bill Otton 
Director – Membership 
                    - Brian Walsh 
Director – Fundraising 
                    - Barb Steele 
Director - Fellowship 

   - Tom Litwiller 

                   

                                            22nndd  QQuuaarr tteerr              
DDiissttrr iicctt       

                                          CCoonnffeerr eennccee  
  
                                                      
The Learning Sessions 
 
Habitat for Humanity – George 
Clarke 
George had the opportunity to travel with 
Habitat for Humanity to build houses. He 
is going to share his experience with us. 
 
Collingwood Optimist Club 
Have you heard of the Collingwood 
Optimist Club Bed Races? Well, here is 
your chance to hear about this program 
and how you too might be able to run 
such a successful event. 
 
Building a JOOI Club – Denise 
Nacev & Susan 
Montgomery 
JOOI clubs add great vitality and extra 
dimension to your club. Come and learn 
from a former charter member of a JOOI 
club and the current JOOI Club Chair 
how you can start a club. There are youth 
out there waiting to volunteer and learn 
great leadership skills, all you have to do 
is provide that opportunity! 
 
New Club Building – George Clark 
& Linda Tuttle 
There are plenty of communities in our 
district that do not have an Optimist 
Club. This means thousands of youth are 
missing out on the opportunities an 
Optimist Club brings to the community.  
Learn how your club can help these 
communities just by building a new club. 
 
Charitable Gift Planning Optimist 
International Foundation – Sharon 
Ball 
We all know the great work our OI 
Foundation does so here is your chance 
to learn how you can help to fund this 
great Foundation. Sharon will walk you 
through the process to help you plan for 
your charitable gift. 
 
Choosing Optimism as a Philosophy 
of Life – Denise Nacev 
We all consider ourselves Optimists but 
do we really live the creed and Optimism 
in our daily lives? We all encounter 
struggles and obstacles in our everyday 
life but choosing to live with Optimism 
as a way of can help us to see the sunny 
side in everything we do. 
 

 

            Check 
              and 
             Mate 
 
Volunteers are urgently needed for the 
13th Annual Aurora area chess 
tournament. The event will take place on 
Thursday February 26th at the Aurora 
Legion with setup being done the night 
before and early morning (7:30 am) on 
the day of the tournament.   
 
The Regionals will be held Saturday, 
March 28 at the Legion. 
 
For more information, please call Steve 
Granger at 905-727-2035 or Michael 
Varcoe at 905-727-2151.  
 

 

��������� 	
 
· February 4 – Business Meeting 
· February 14 – Valentines Day 
· February 16 – Artic Adventure 
· February 18 – Dinner Meeting 
· February 20-21 – Quarter Board 
· February 25 – Board Meeting  
· February 26 – Aurora Chess 
· March 4 – Business Meeting 
· March 7 – Bowl for Kids Sake 
· March 18 – Pool Nite 
· March 25 - Board Meeting 
· March 28 – Regional Chess 

 

Tenet III 
(from our Optimist Creed)  

To make all your friends feel 
there is something in them  
Questions for empowerment 

1. Name your three best friends 
 
2. How much time do you 

spend with them? 
 
3. Are you a good listener? 
 
4. What have you done lately 

that illustrates your 
encouragement to others? 

 
5. How can you be a better 

friend to others? 
 
Excepted from “Power of the Creed” – 
Optimism as a Way of Life by James M. 
Rankin 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home Remedies 
 

Rainy day cure for dog odor .... 
Next time your dog comes in from 
the rain, simply wipe down the 
animal with Bounce or any dryer 
sheet, instantly making your dog 
smell springtime fresh. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pool Nite 

 
Double Knockout ( you have to lose 

twice to be eliminated) 
 
LOCATION:  Cue Zone, Wellington at 
Haida, west of Yonge St. 
DATE:  Wednesday, March  18 
TIME:   Food 6:30, start 7:00 p.m. sharp 
FEE:    $20.00 (incl. buffet & table fees) 
  
We're looking for numbers, folks!  We 
have 5 tables from 7-10.  Please RSVP 
your interest in participating in this fun 
event ASAP.  We need to know how 
many people we can set the tourney up 
for, and also, how many mouths to feed 
the scrumptious catered food. 
 
Come out and have some fun. 
 
Watch out for the ‘SHARKS’ 

 

 
 

The Optimist Creed 
 

Promise Yourself 
 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 

 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity 

to every person you meet. 
 

To make all your friends feel that there is 
something in them. 

 
To look at the sunny side of everything 

and make your optimism come true. 
 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and to expect only the best. 

 
To be just as enthusiastic about the 

success of others as you are about your 
own. 

 
To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press onto the greater achievements of 

the future. 
 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature you 

meet a smile. 
 

To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that you have 

no time to criticize others. 
 

To be too large for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear and too happy 

to permit the presence of trouble. 
 

 
 

Right Here, Right Now 
 
 

 
Bowl for Kids Sake 

 
It's that time of year again ..... Bowling 
for Kids Sake! 
 
The Aurora Optimist Club has been a 
huge supporter of this annual event and 
has won the Service Club award for this 
event over the last few years.   
 
We need 8-12 bowlers for 10 Pin 
Bowling on Saturday March 7 – 3 pm – 
5 pm - Gateway Café and Lanes formerly 
known as the Aurora Bowl. 
 
In addition to the club's pledge we do 
have pledge forms if you would like 
to gather some additional support for this 
group.  It is voluntary and we are happy 
to get some of you members out to bowl.  
It's a lot of fun and you can win prizes, 
just ask any of our members who have 
bowled in the past.  
 
Please reply back to Carol Bartlett  asap 
via email or call her at 905- 841-3378. Artic 

 

  

Adventure 
 
The Artic Adventure will once again be 
taking place on Monday February 16 at 
the Town Park.  We will be serving our 
delicious hot dogs, hot chocolate and 
coffee.  The Town will be putting on 
other events and there will be 
entertainment present. 
 
For more information, please call Terry 
Sherin at 416-3157368 or Greg Way at 
905-713-2570  
 

 10 Years Ago 
from the February 1999 Opti Prime 

 

Car Rally Approaching 
 

Mark April 24 th on your calendar for 
our first annual Car Rally! 
 
We are expecting over 200 
participants in the first annual Car 
Rally, with proceeds going towards 
Big Brothers of York Region and the 
Community Safety Village of York 
Region. 
 
With 12 exciting stops along the way 
and a full day of events, the 199 Car 
Rally is an event that is not to be 
missed.  The day winds up with a BBQ 
dinner, Prizes/Raffle, dance and silent 
auction. 
 
As a club, we hope to raise over 
$20,000 for York Region’s youth.  
Help will be needed to run the course 
stops and arrange the activities 
afterwards.  In addition, if you know 
of any willing sponsors, please let Dave 
Greig know so they can be contacted. 
 
Come out and enjoy the fun! 



 

 
February 2009      
1 2 3 4 

Business Meting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Valentines Day 

 
15 16 

Artic Adventure 
  

17 18 
Dinner Meeting 
 -7:30 p.m.  
Jonathan’s 

19 20 
 
 
¼ Board Meeting 

21 
¼ Board Meeting 
Holiday Inn  
Markham 

22 23 24 25 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

26 
Aurora Chess 
 - 9:00 a.m.  
Legion 

27 28 

       
March 2009       
1 2 3 4 

Business Meting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

5 6 7 
Bowl for Kids 
 - 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.  
Gateway Lanes 

8 9 10 11 
 
  
 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 St. Patrick’s Day 

 

18 
Pool Nite 
 - 6:30 p.m.  
Cue Zone 

19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 
Board Meting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

26 27 28 
Regional Chess 
 - 9:00 a.m.  
Legion 

29 30 31 
 
  
 

    

 
For lots of interesting information about Optimist International and its 
programs visit the official web site at “www.optimist.org” , the Central 
Ontario District at “www.cenon.org” or our own at 
“www.auroraoptimist.com”  
 
 
Editor’s Corner  
 
During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on 
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to 
optimism.  Event write-ups will be a must.  If you have any other 
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin, 
please forward them to me at 905-727-5012 or email at ansellas@interlog.com 
 


