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Carol’s ����������������������������  (The President’s Message) 
 
Happy May fellow Optimist.  I love May for many reasons 
even if it rains too much.   
 
April was a very full month for our club.  We partnered up 
with the Girl Guides for an Easter Egg Hunt and Pancake 
Breakfast at Sheppard’s Bush on Sat. April 11th.  Despite the 
intermittent power outages much fun was had by the 
committee as they tried to serve the crowds in attendance in 
between blowing fuses etc. etc.  Glen Sharp, Bill Otton and 

Terry Sherin headed up the Committee with lots of help from the members.  We made over 
$500.00, congrats to all for your efforts. 
 
We followed that weekend with the Home Show.  That too was a successful venture 
netting us over $2100.00.  Again, thanks to Diane Buchanan, Alex Ansell, Brian Walsh 
and Terry Sherin and all the volunteers that helped out over the 3 day event.  Our club 
worked so hard that rumor has it the Chamber want us back next year.  Way to go 
Optimists. 
 
The next weekend on the Sunday April 26th we served Pancakes and Sausages to the 
participants of the Hartwell Race. This time we were in the ACC# 2 and again we had 
intermittent power.  Not to worry we coped beautifully in between switching off grills etc. 
etc.  We had a great volunteer turn out, lots of fun and the people we served were very 
appreciative.  The breakfast was free and all costs covered by the club as our donation to 
the Hartwell Race.  The cost of the sausages was donated by Don Constable, thanks Don.  
Thanks again to all those involved, we couldn’t do it without you. 
 
I’m late with this column and we’ve already had the Progressive Dinner May 2nd so I might 
as well tell you about it now.  It was fabulous.  We had lower numbers then in previous 
years but everyone who turned out for the end of the night party at the Marshall’s had a 
wonderful time and seemed very happy with the night.  Hopefully the people who wanted 
to be with us, but couldn’t, will be back to join us next year.  We missed you all. 
 
On May 20th we will host the Respect for Law dinner at St. Andrews.  This is one of my 
favourite dinners because we are recognizing one of York Regions officers.  Their role in 
our community is so important to our safety and well being and it makes me proud to be a 
member of a service group who annually recognize these contributions. 
 
The 3rd Quarter Board and Oratorical will be held in Kingston on May 22 and 23.  Brian 
Marshall, Alex and I will be heading out to participate in various seminars and meetings.   
This is my 4th in a row, how much more can I possibly learn…..plenty. 
 
Last day of the month, May 31st we have our 2nd Annual Junior Golf Tournament.  The 
tournament will be held at St. Andrews again.  Greg Way is our Chairperson for this event 
so if you have the time to volunteer please give him a call 905-713-2570 
 
The long weekend is fast approaching.  Keep smiling; the warmer weather is just around 
the corner. 
 
Carol 
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Opti Prime 

Kids Science Exam 
Answers 

 
Q: How can you delay 
      milk turning sour?  
      (brilliant, love this!)  
A:  Keep it in the cow.  
 
Q: What happens to a boy 
      when he reaches  
      puberty?  
A: He says good-bye to his 
     boyhood and looks  
     forward to his adultery 

  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you brought in a new 
member yet? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Does anyone know where we can 
get a long-term supply of fuses? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Spring into Safety – Rob Parypa 
Book Sale – Nora MacDonald   
                 -  Ken McIsaac 
Bowling for Big Brothers 

- Carol Bartlett 
Bulletin – Alex Ansell 
Chess – Steve Granger 
           -   Mike Varcoe 
COLS – John Thompson 
Communications – Carol Bartlett 
Dinner Meetings – Carol Bartlett 
Hartwell Run – Paul English 
Junior Golf – Greg Way 
Membership – Brian Walsh 
Members Xmas Party – John Housser 
Mobile Kitchen – Terry Sherin 
Opti Rec Hockey – Brian Walsh 
Optimist International Foundation   
                             - Alex Ansell                                                                            
Presidents’ Nite – Carol Bartlett 
 - Ken Banks 
Progressive Dinner – Carol Bartlett 
Publicity – Diane Buchanan 
Respect for Law – Steve Hinder 
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling 
                        – Terry Sherin  
Santa Claus Parade Float – Anna 

Kroeplin 
Showcase Tournament – Alex Ansell 
Soap Box Derby – John Thompson 
Street Dance – Carol Bartlett                   
Web Site – Brian Walsh 
 
Director – Marketing/Publicity 
                     - Diane Buchanan 
Director – Youth Activities 
                     - Tony Caceres 
Director – Community Service 
                     - Bill Otton 
Director – Membership 
                    - Brian Walsh 
Director – Fundraising 
                    - Barb Steele 
Director - Fellowship 

   - Tom Litwiller 
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Ambassador, Hotel, Kingston 
May 22,23 

 
This will be a great meeting with not 
only learning sessions but also the 
oratorical finals.  The International 
President Don Sievers and Anita will 
also be visiting the District 
 

 

 
Wednesday May 20 

St. Andrew’s Golf 
Club 

 
Our annual Respect for law dinner will 
be held on Wednesday May 20 at the 
St. Andrews Golf Club 
 
Please plan to attend as we honour one 
of York Region’s officers for his 
contribution to community safety in 
Aurora. 
 
Cocktails – 7:00 pm 
Dinner 7:30 pm 
 
Dress is business casual 

Easter Egg Hunt at 
Sheppard’s  

 
Saturday April 11 was a wonderful 
day.  Over 975 youth attended the 
annual Easter Egg Hunt at 
Sheppards’s Bush. 

  
Our talented cooking crew was on 
hand to cook and serve pancakes.  
They did a fantastic job in spite of 
blowing many fuses.  The day was 
not intended to make money but 
the Club made over $500.  Well 
done!!! 

 

Hartwell Run 
 

The annual Hartwell Challenge took 
place on a dull and rainy Sunday April 
26.  In spite of the weather, the shining 
faces of both the cooks and the 
participants were everywhere. 

Over 600 plates of sausages and 
pancakes were served in less than 2 
hours.  Quite a feat for our up and 
coming cooking team.  Thanks are 
extended to Don Constable for 
donating the sausages. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

The Optimist Creed 
 

Promise Yourself 
 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 

 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity 

to every person you meet. 
 

To make all your friends feel that there is 
something in them. 

 
To look at the sunny side of everything 

and make your optimism come true. 
 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and to expect only the best. 

 
To be just as enthusiastic about the 

success of others as you are about your 
own. 

 
To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press onto the greater achievements of 

the future. 
 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature you 

meet a smile. 
 

To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that you have 

no time to criticize others. 
 

To be too large for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear and too happy 

to permit the presence of trouble. 
 

 
 

Right Here, Right Now 
 
 

Beer Garden & 
Home Show 

 
April 17, 18, 19 proved to be a very 
interesting experience at the Aurora 
Home Show.  

The beer garden turned out to be more 
of a food court thanks to our team of 
culinary experts.  Almost one thousand 
burgers, hot dogs, sausages and 
peameal were served.  The added touch 
of chips on the side drew many 
compliments.  Beer and wine sales 
were not as high as anticipated. 

 
The Club made over $2,000 as well as 

many friends. 
 

 
 

Following the elections at the April 
Business meeting, the Executive for 

2009-2010 will be: 
 
President: Ken Banks 
President Elect: Glen Sharp 
Vice President: Glen Sharp 
Vice President: Brian Marshall 
1 Year Directors: Tom Litwiller 
 Rob Gaby
 Diane Buchanan 
2 Year Directors: Bill Otton 
 Tony Caceres 
 Barb Steele 
Past President Greg Way 
Sgt-at-Arms TBA          
Secretary: TBA 
Treasurer: TBA 

 

Ontario Volunteer 
Awards 

 
On Tuesday April 21, five members of 
our Club were honoured in Markham 
by the Province of Ontario for their 
long-term continuous volunteer 
service.  Our recipients were Paul 
English (5), Brian Walsh (10), Mike 
Varcoe (15), Greg Way (15) and Rob 
Gaby (20).  Congratulations on your 
awards.  
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· May 2 – Progressive Dinner 
· May 3 – Zone Meeting 
· May 6 – Business Meeting 
· May 20 - Respect for Law 
· May 22-23 – 3rd Quarter Board 
· May 29 – Graffiti Cleanup 
· May 31 – Youth Golf 
· June 3 – Newmarket Golf 
· June 3 - Aurora Awards Night 
· June 5 – Spring into Safety 
· June 7 – Street Sale 
· June 14 – Neighbourhood 
                        Network 
· June 17 – Club BBQ 
· June 30 - Dance in the Park 
· July 1 – Canada Day 

Newmarket Golf 
Wednesday June 3 

Shawneeki Golf Club 
 
We need two more golfers to make 
up the third foursome. 
 
Contact Alex Ansell at 905-727-5012 
for registration information. 
 



 

May 2009       
     1 2 

Progressive 
Dinner  
5:30 pm on 

3 
Zone Meeting 
 - 10:00 a.m.  
Sutton 

4 5 6 
 Business Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 
 
  
 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 
Respect for Law 
 - 7:15 p.m.  
St. Andrews 

21 22 
 
 
¼ Board Meeting 

23 
¼ Board Meeting 
The Ambassador  
Kingston 

24 25 26 27 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library  

28 29 
Clean up Graffiti 
Time and 
Locations TBA  

30 

31 
Junior Golf 
Tournament 
- St. Andrews 

      

       
June 2009       
 1  2 3 Aurora Awards 

Newmarket Golf 
11:30 a.m.  
Shawneeki GC 

4 5 
Hickson School & 
Bike Rodeo 
 

6 

7 
Street Sale 
 

8 9 10 
 
  
 

11 12 13 

14 
Neighbourhood 
Network 
 

15 16 17 
BBQ & Business  
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Carol’s Bistro 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

25 26 27 

28 29 30 
Mobile Kitchen 
Town Park  
 

    

 
For lots of interesting information about Optimist International and its 
programs visit the official web site at “www.optimist.org” , the Central 
Ontario District at “www.cenon.org” or our own at 
“www.auroraoptimist.com”  
 
 
Editor’s Corner  
 
During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on 
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to 
optimism.  Event write-ups will be a must.  If you have any other 
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin, 
please forward them to me at 905-727-5012 or email at ansellas@interlog.com 


