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     2009-2010 Executive 
 
 President 
 Ken Banks 
 

 President Elect 
 Glen Sharp 
 
 Vice Presidents 
 Peter Bifolchi 
 Diane Buchanan 
 

 Secretary 
 Alex Ansell 
 

 Treasurer 
 Tom Connor 
 

 Directors 
 Bill Otton Tom Litwiller 
 Tony Caceres  
 Brian Marshall 
 Steve Hinder Bill Otton 
 Tom Mrakas 
 Brian Walsh 
  Sgt-at-Arms 
 Peter Bifolchi 
 

 Past President  Carol Bartlett 
 
 Bulletin Editor 
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Progressive Dinner 
 

May 1      
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Optimist Club of Aurora 
 

April 2010 
 

Opti Prime 
 

Learnings of Andy 
Rooney  

  
 I've learned . . . That being 
kind is more important than 

being right.  
 

I've learned . . . That everyone 
you meet deserves to be 
greeted with a smile.  

 
I've learned . . . That 

opportunities are never lost; 
someone will take the ones 

you miss. 

March 
Optimist of the Month 

 
Terry Sherin 

 
Joined the Optimist Club of Aurora in 

September 2000  
President 2005-2006  

Optimist of the Year 2002-2003  
Driving force behind the operation of 

the mobile kitchen 

 

April 
Optimist of the Month 

 
Tom Mrakas 

 
Joined the Optimist Club of Aurora in 

May 2008  
Currently 2009-2010 Director in charge 

of fundraising  
 Contributing force with great 

enthusiasm to Club events 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Newmarket Golf 
Wednesday June 2 

Shawneeki Golf Club   
Time 11:00 am scramble 
Cost: $100 per person, includes 
gold, cart & steak dinner 
 
Contact Alex Ansell at 905-727-
5012 for registration information. 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Spring into Safety – Rob Parypa 
Book Sale – Nora MacDonald   
                 -  Ken McIsaac 
Bowling for Big Brothers 

- Carol Bartlett 
Bulletin – Alex Ansell 
Chess – Don Stubbs 
           -   Mike Varcoe 
COLS – John Thompson/Tom Connor 
Communications – Carol Bartlett 
Dinner Meetings – Peter Bifolchi 
Farmer’s Market – Bill Hack 
Hartwell Run – Paul English 
Home Show – Alex Ansell 
Junior Golf – Greg Way 
Membership –  
Members Xmas Party – Peter Bifolchi 
Mobile Kitchen – Terry Sherin 
Opti Rec Hockey – Brian Walsh 
Optimist International Foundation   
                             - Alex Ansell                                                                            
Presidents’ Nite – Ken Banks 
 - Glen Sharp 
Progressive Dinner – Brian Walsh 
Publicity – Diane Buchanan 
Respect for Law – Steve Hinder 
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling 
                        – Terry Sherin  
Santa Claus Parade Float – Anna 

Kroeplin 
Showcase Tournament – Alex Ansell 
Web Site – Brian Walsh 
 
Director – Marketing/Publicity 
                     - Steve Hinder 
Director – Youth Activities 
                     - Brian Marshall 
Director – Community Service 
                     - Bill Otton 
Director – Membership 
                    - Tony Caceres 
Director – Fundraising 

- Tom Mrakas 
Director - Fellowship 

   - Brian Walsh 
 

                      33rr dd  QQuuaarr tteerr     
                                            DDiissttrr iicctt      
                                            CCoonnffeerr eennccee  
                                                        
                          Ramada Inn       
                          Belleville   
                          May 14,15 
 
The Ramada Inn in Belleville is the 
location for the 3rd Quarter District 
Board Meeting of the 2009-10 
administrative year.  
 
There will be some great workshops but 
the highlight of the meetings will be the 
District Oratorical Finals.  The winning 
essay and the winner of the CCDHH 
contest will also make presentations.  It 
will be a very exciting time for these 
young people.  
 

 

Have you brought in a new 
member yet? 

 

Zone Meeting 
 
LOCATION:  Georgina Pioneer Village 
DATE: Sunday May 2 
TIME:   10:00 am 
 
Breakfast will be hosted by the Optimist 
Club of Keswick followed by the 3rd  
Quarter Zone meeting.  The Lt Governor 
for the 2010-11 year will also be elected 
at this meeting.  
 
Let’s have good turnout from our Club. 
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·  April 3 – Easter Egg Hunt 
· April 7 – Business Meeting 
· April 10 – Progressive Dinner 
· April 16-18 – Home Show 
· April 25 – Run for Southlake 
· April 28 – Board Meeting 
· May 1 – Progressive Dinner 
· May 2 – Zone Meeting 
· May 14, 15 – 3rd Quarter Board 
· May 19 – Respect for Law 
· May 26 – Board Meeting 
· June 2 – Business Meeting 
· June 2 – Newmarket Golf 
· June 2 – Civic Awards 

Meet Our Newest Member 

 
John Mills Meet Our Newest Member 

 
Bruce Porter 

OC Aurora 
Junior Golf Tournament  

 
Sunday May 30 

St. Andrews Golf Club 

First Tee Off:  11:00 am 
Cost:  $70 per golfer (includes golf, 
meal and a prize for the winner in 
each age category  

Volunteers are required  
 
Contact Greg Way at 905-713-2570 
for further information  



 
Bowl for 
Kids Sake  
 
 

The challenge was on between the 
Pinkies and the Prunes (Carol 
picked the names) at the annual 
Big Brothers-Big Sisters bowling 
on March 6 at the gateway Lanes.  
Although the Prunes won the first 
game by a mere 6 points, the 
Pinkies cam through in the second, 
time shortened game and won by 
31 points. 

  
Overall, the Pinkies showed their 
superlativeness and won by 25 
points.  The Prunes consisted of 
Todd Kroeplin, Brian Trussler, 
Rob Gaby, Ken Banks, Kim Kerr 
and Diane Buchanan.  The 
champion Pinkies were Carol 
Bartlett/Paul English, Anna 
Kroeplin, Alex Ansell, Tom 
Mrakas, Barb Steele and Terry 
Sherin.  Terry and Carol were very 
serious in discussing the strategies 
to be used throughout the games. 

  
Ken Banks was the high scorer and 
Alex Ansell brought up the rear.  
There were no winners or losers in 
this event, everyone was a winner 
especially Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters. 
 
Thank you for attending. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

April is Optimist international 
Internet Safety Month.  Do you 
know what your children, their 
friends and your grandchildren are 
doing on the net. 
 
More information is available to 
Clubs and individuals by 
contacting Optimist International 
or Susan Montgomery, District 
Internet Safety Chair at 519-942-
1921. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Optimist Creed 
 

Promise Yourself 
 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 

 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity 

to every person you meet. 
 

To make all your friends feel that there is 
something in them. 

 
To look at the sunny side of everything 

and make your optimism come true. 
 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and to expect only the best. 

 
To be just as enthusiastic about the 

success of others as you are about your 
own. 

 
To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press onto the greater achievements of 

the future. 
 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature you 

meet a smile. 
 

To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that you have 

no time to criticize others. 
 

To be too large for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear and too happy 

to permit the presence of trouble. 
 

 
 

Right Here, Right Now 
 
 

 
Wednesday May 19 

St. Andrew’s Golf 
Club 

 
Our annual Respect for law dinner will 
be held on Wednesday May 19 at the 
St. Andrews Golf Club 
 
Please plan to attend as we honour our 
York Region’s officers for their 
contribution to community safety in 
Aurora and a youth for his ideas. 
 
Cocktails – 6:30 pm 
Dinner 7:15 pm 
 
Dress is business casual 

Have you brought in a new 
member yet? 

 



  

April 2010       
    1 2 3 

Girl Guides Easter 
Egg Hunt  
Seniors Centre 

4 5 6 7 
Business Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

8 9 10 
 

11 12 13 14 15 16 
Home Show 
Aurora 
Community Cntr 

17 
Home Show 
Aurora 
Community Cntr 

18 
Home Show 
Aurora 
Community Cntr 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 
Run for Southlake  
7:30 a.m.  
ACC 

26 27 28 
 Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

29 30  

       
May 2010       
      1 

Progressive 
Dinner - 7:30 p.m.  
Locations - TBA 

2 
Zone Meeting 
 - 10:00 a.m.  
Keswick 

3 4 5 
Business Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 
 
 
 

13 14 
 
Quarter Board 
Belleville 

15 
 
Quarter Board 
Belleville 

16 17 18 19 
Respect for Law 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
St. Andrews 

20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

27 28 29 

30 
 
Junior Golf 
St. Andrews 

31      

 
For lots of interesting information about Optimist International and its 
programs visit the official web site at “www.optimist.org” , the Central 
Ontario District at “www.cenon.org” or our own at 
“www.auroraoptimist.com”  
 
Editor’s Corner  
 
During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on 
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to 
optimism.  Event write-ups will be a must.  If you have any other 
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin, 
please forward them to me at 905-727-5012 or email at 
ansellas@interlog.com 


