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                                   (The President’s Message)  
After 10 successive years, our newsletter editor 
Extraordinaire is moving on to new challenges. Alex is 
passing the job to Brian Marshall. On behalf of the club, 
I would like to say our sincere thanks Alex. You’ve 
done a Great Job!  And to Brian, thank you for taking up 
the challenge. 
 
July was a very busy month, as usual. The Canada 
Day celebration, the Jazz Festival and the weekly 

Farmers Market kept everyone hopping. Thanks to one and all who rolled up their 
sleeves and came out to help, despite the hot humid weather. 
 
Everyone seemed to enjoy Carols Annual BBQ, as always. Thank you Carol & Bob 
for your hospitality, and thanks to Rob Whiting, Terry Sherin, and the Marshall’s for 
their help. Lastly, thanks very much to Rusty and his delicious ice cream 
sandwiches- they were a BIG hit. 
 
Did you see yourselves in SNAP last month-there were several photos of our 
members, at the many venues we participated in. 
 
Kerry’s Place was one of those venues; the Jazz Festival was another, just to mention 
2.  Its nice to see members are being recognized, by the community, for their efforts. 
 
On Wednesday August 18th all present and future executives members are asked to 
meet at the Aurora Legion at 7PM to discuss the up coming year, future activities 
and of course the budget. Please try to take an hour out of your busy schedules to 
attend. 
 
I hope you’re all enjoying this summer weather and keeping safe. 
 
Optimistically yours 
 
Ken 
 
To All Members: 
 
As President Ken has indicated above, I will be stepping down as Bulletin Editor of the 
Opti Prime after 10 years of consecutive service (at least that is what is on my computer).  
Prior to that it was off and on.  So this will be my last bulletin. 
 
We have had many successes with the Prime and have won several awards, particularly 
at the District level.  However, these awards and indeed the ongoing publication of the 
Prime could not have been done without your input.  You have helped to make the Prime 
what it is.  Thank you for all of your help. 
 
I pass the torch to Brian.  Please give him the same kind of positive support.  
Alex 
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Great Truths That 
Adults Have learned 

  
Wrinkles don't hurt. 

 
Families are like 

fudge...mostly sweet, with a 
few nuts. 

 
Laughing is good exercise. 

It's like jogging on the 
inside. 

 
Middle age is when you 

choose your cereal for the 
fibre, not the toy. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Spring into Safety – Rob Parypa 
Book Sale – Nora MacDonald   
                 -  Ken McIsaac 
Bowling for Big Brothers 

- Carol Bartlett 
Bulletin – Alex Ansell 
Chess – Don Stubbs 
           -   Mike Varcoe 
COLS – John Thompson/Tom Connor 
Communications – Carol Bartlett 
Dinner Meetings – Peter Bifolchi 
Farmer’s Market – Bill Hack 
Hartwell Run – Paul English 
Home Show – Alex Ansell 
Junior Golf – Greg Way 
Membership –  
Members Xmas Party – Peter Bifolchi 
Mobile Kitchen – Terry Sherin 
Opti Rec Hockey – Brian Walsh 
Optimist International Foundation   
                             - Alex Ansell                                                                            
Presidents’ Nite – Ken Banks 
 - Glen Sharp 
Progressive Dinner – Brian Walsh 
Publicity – Diane Buchanan 
Respect for Law – Steve Hinder 
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling 
                        – Terry Sherin  
Santa Claus Parade Float – Anna 

Kroeplin 
Showcase Tournament – Alex Ansell 
Web Site – Brian Walsh 
 
Director – Marketing/Publicity 
                     - Steve Hinder 
Director – Youth Activities 
                     - Brian Marshall 
Director – Community Service 
                     - Bill Otton 
Director – Membership 
                    - Tony Caceres 
Director – Fundraising 

- Tom Mrakas 
Director - Fellowship 

   - Brian Walsh 
 

Have you brought in a new 
member yet? 
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· July 1 – Canada Day 
· July 8 – Club BBQ 
· July 17 – Kerry’s Place 
· July 30,31 – Jazz Festival (Safe 

Haven) 
· August 7 – Zone Meeting 
· August 18 – Board Meeting 
· September 1 - Business Meeting 
·  September 29 – Board Meeting 

June BBQ 
 
The June BBQ was held in July this 
year due to the busy Optimist 
schedule caused by the much 
celebrated 25th Anniversary of being 
the best service club in Aurora.  The 
party started on June 18th at St. 
Andrews and seemed to continue on 
July 8th at 24 Oak Court.  The 
Bartlett’s opened up their yard once 
again to a group of 51 members 
including spouses, who feasted on 
chicken souvlaki, steak, great salads 
and ice cream sandwiches.  

   
Thanks to the set up crew Diane 
Buchanan, Brian and Mary Beth 
Marshall.  Our cooks Terry Sherin 
and Rob Whiting, our salad maker 
Val McIsaac and our resident Ice 
cream waffle maker Rusty Barrese. 

 
The weather was great!  A good time 
was had by all.  I think that we have 
made a serious dent in the Optimist 
Wine Collection. 
 

Kerry’s Place 
 
July 17 was the annual Kerry’s Place 
thank you at the Town Park for 
parents, volunteers and public 
supporting Kerry’s Place.  Most of 
the food was provided by Kerry’s 
place with Club members doing the 
cooking.  

  
At times the lineup for food seemed 
to be never ending but the Club’s 
cooks and servers came through once 
again with their usual culinary 
expertise. 

  
A great time was had by all who 
attended.  Many thanks to the 
volunteers who filled in on the last 
shifts. 

Dance in the Park and 
Canada Day 

 
Both events went off without a hitch 
except that the cooks were very busy. 
 
Over 240 items were cooked up at 
Dance in the Park and over 650 items 
were cooked on Canada Day.  The 
lineup started at 11:45  am and did 
not let up until 2 pm.  It was a great 
moneymaker for the Club. 
 
Thanks to all the volunteers who 
participated. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

25th Anniversary Picnic 
 

Optimist Park  
June 19, 2010 

 
 
Saturday June 19, 2010 was a banner day for the Optimist Club of Aurora so we had one made.  That was the 
day the Club invited the whole town to Optimist Park for a Family Picnic to help celebrate our twenty-five 
years of service to the youth of the community. 
 
Several hundred Aurora residents attended the event and by all accounts they had a wonderful time.  The kids 
were treated to a petting zoo and pony rides.  The bouncy house and tread climbing wall were well attended.  
The action at the basketball nets went all day.  CIBC branch at Wellington and Bayview were there to offer 
face painting to everyone who wanted it and I don’t think the poor artist got a break for the five hours of the 
event.  All the children at the picnic were given free popcorn and balloons. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                      
 
 
  
Everyone was entertained by the dulcet voices of The Tuesday Night Song Circle and the Karate 
demonstrations from Watson’s Family Karate.  There was a children’s hotdog eating contest and races for both 
young and old. 
 
Mayor Morris attended and on behalf of the town presented President Ken Banks with a citation congratulating 
the Club on our Quarter Century of Service to the Youth of Aurora. 
 
The weather threatening at times, held off for the entire day and by closing time there was a long line of happy 
faces of the parents, the children and especially of the many Optimist members who gave their time to help or 
just attended in case they were needed and stayed to enjoy the day. 
 
The Picnic Committee of Brian Marshall, Carol Bartlett, Tony Caceres and Bill Otton put on a great day for the 
families of Aurora and the club can take pride in the service we continue to provide.  Some people have made 
noises about this becoming an annual event.   

 
 

   

25th Anniversary Reception 
St. Andrews Golf Club 

June 18, 2010 
 
  The 25th Anniversary celebrations were kicked off with a very successful reception for current Club and former 
Club members at the St. Andrews Golf Club on June 18.  The weather was perfect and the sun shone brightly on 
the gathering.  Eight of the original charter members were present to reminisce and renew friendships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Governor Tom McNaught presented a 25th anniversary scroll to the Club with Charter President Ash Sangani 
and current President Ken Banks accepting on behalf of the Club. 
 
Charter member Steve Hinder acted as MC for the evening and described the history of the Club and its 
achievements over the last 25 years. 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Optimist Creed 
(A personal touch from the Optimist 
International Convention in Denver) 

 
 

I Promised Myself 
 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
my peace of mind. 

 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity 

to every person I meet. 
 

To make all my friends feel that there is 
something in them. 

 
To look at the sunny side of everything 

and make my optimism come true. 
 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and to expect only the best. 

 
To be just as enthusiastic about the 

success of others as I am about my own. 
 

To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press onto the greater achievements of 

the future. 
 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature I 

meet a smile. 
 

To give so much time to the 
improvement of myself that I have no 

time to criticize others. 
 

To be too large for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear and too happy 

to permit the presence of trouble. 
 

 
 

Right Here, Right Now 
 

OC Aurora 
Junior Golf  

 
The District Junior Optimist 
Tournament was held on Monday 
June 21 at the Caledon Country Club. 
   
Of the seven golfer the Optimist Club 
of Aurora to the District Competition, 
two qualified to advance to the 
international Championships in 
Florida.  Adrienne D’Alessio won the 
14-15 girls division and Jonathan 
MacDonald won the 12-13 boys 
division.   
 
Jonathan played in Florida at the 
PGA National Golf Club, shot rounds 
of 77,76 and 71 and tied for 13th of 
90 golfers.  The winner of this age 
group was from South Africa and he 
shot 71, 71 and 68.  The competition 
was undoubtedly fierce.  
 

Jazz Festival and 
Safehaven 

 
Friday July 30 and Saturday July 31 
at the Town Park were both lively 
and entertaining evenings at the 
second annual Jazz Festival.   

 
 
Despite the lack of volunteers to man 
the last shift each night, members 
stepped forward and both last shifts 
were completed each night.  Some 
even received expert advice on how 
to cook 

  
A great time was had by all with the 
music being both entertaining and 
stimulating.  Even a moonwalk was 
done by one of our members. 

 
Safehaven was the primary 
beneficiary of this great event with 
profits from what the Club made 
being donated to Safehaven. 
 

Street Sale 
 

Once again, on June 6, it was a 
wonderful day.  The mobile kitchen 
was bust and the streets were 
packed. 

  
The new BBQ was really busy and 
has really done the job. 

  
Advertising for the 25th picnic was 
also very visible. 



  

July 2010       
    1 

Pancake Breakfast 
Canada Day 
Leisure Complex 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8  
Club BBQ 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Bartlett’s 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 
 
 
 

15 16 17 
Kerry’s Place 
11 am – 3 pm.  
Town Park 

18 19 20 21 
 
 
 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

29 30 
 
Jazz Festival 
Town Park 

31 
 
Jazz Festival 
Town Park  

       
August 2010       
1 2 3 4 

 
 
 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 
 
 
 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 
 
 
 

26 27 
District 
Convention 
Oakville 

28 
District 
Convention 
Oakville 

29 30 
 
 
 

31     

 
For lots of interesting information about Optimist International and its 
programs visit the official web site at “www.optimist.org” , the Central 
Ontario District at “www.cenon.org” or our own at 
“www.auroraoptimist.com”  
 
 
Editor’s Corner  
 
During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on 
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to 
optimism.  Event write-ups will be a must.  If you have any other 
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin, 
please forward them to me at 905-727-6732 or email at 
Brian_1850@sympatico.ca 
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July-August 2010 - Addendum 
 

Opti  Prime 
 

July 
Optimist of the Month 

 

 
Brian Marshall 

 
Joined the Optimist Club of Aurora in 

September 1986  
President 1999 - 2000  

Currently 2009-2010 Director  
Zone Lt. Governor 2008-2009 and 2009-

2010  
Driving force behind the Canada Day 

pancake breakfast 

August 
Optimist of the Month 

 

 
Tom Litwiller 

 
Joined the Optimist Club of Aurora in June 

1996  
Currently 2009-2010 Director 

 
Active participant in most events 

 


