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Ken’s Komments & Kudos 
                                   (The President’s Message) 
 
January has been a quiet month, resting up for the 

many events during the up coming months.  What 

with chess, the progressive dinner, the home show, 

Run for Southlake, Respect for Law, we will need the 

rest do deal with all of these events. 
 
Don’t forget Friday June 18th for our Aurora Optimist 

25th Anniversary Celebration at St. Andrews and 

Saturday  June 19th  for the Aurora Optimist "ole 

fashioned picnic in the park" - Optimist Park. 
 
Steve, Greg, Tom, Brian and Carol are busy putting together the events and in the very 

near future will be reaching out to the membership for information and assistance. 
 
Yours in Optimism 

 

Ken 
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Opti Prime 
 

  Check 

    and 

   Mate 
 
Volunteers are urgently needed for the 
13th Annual Aurora area chess 
tournament. The event will take place on 
Thursday February 25th at the Aurora 
Legion with setup being done the night 
before and early morning (7:30 am) on 
the day of the tournament.   
 
The Regionals will be held Saturday, 
March 27 at the Legion. 
 
For more information, please call 
Michael Varcoe at 905-727-2151 or 

Don Stubbs at 905-841-5253.  

 

 

January 
Optimist of the Month 

 
Bill Otton 

 
Joined the Optimist Club of Aurora in 

April 1991 
 

President 1998-1999 
 

Zone Lt. Governor 1999-2000 and 2000-
2001 

 
Currently 2009-2010 Director 

 
Driving force behind the design and 

construction of the Club’s award 
winning Santa Claus Parade floats 

 

Quotes of Will Rogers 
  

 Never slap a man who is 
chewing tobacco.  

 

The quickest way to double 

your money is to fold it and 

put it back in your pocket.  
 

If you're riding' ahead of 
the herd, take a look back 

every now and then to 

make sure it's still there.  
   

  

Do you realize we have added 4 
new members to the Club in the 
2009-2010 administrative year. But 

we have also lost 5.   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A dime a day 

goes an awful 

long way! 
 

 

Committee Chairs 
 
Spring into Safety – Rob Parypa 
Book Sale – Nora MacDonald   
                 -  Ken McIsaac 
Bowling for Big Brothers 

- Carol Bartlett 
Bulletin – Alex Ansell 
Chess – Don Stubbs 
           -   Mike Varcoe 
COLS – John Thompson/Tom Connor 
Communications – Carol Bartlett 
Dinner Meetings – Peter Bifolchi 
Easter Egg Hunt – Glen Sharp 
Farmer’s Market – Bill Hack 
 – Carol Bartlett 
Home Show – Alex Ansell 
Junior Golf – Greg Way 
Membership –  
Members Xmas Party – Peter Bifolchi 
Mobile Kitchen – Terry Sherin 
Opti Rec Hockey – Brian Walsh 
Optimist International Foundation   
                             - Alex Ansell                                                                            
Presidents’ Nite – Ken Banks 
 - Glen Sharp 
Progressive Dinner – Brian Walsh 
Publicity – Diane Buchanan 
Respect for Law – Steve Hinder 
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling 
                        – Terry Sherin  
Santa Claus Parade Float – Anna 

Kroeplin 
Showcase Tournament – Alex Ansell 
Web Site – Brian Walsh 
 
Director – Marketing/Publicity 
                     - Steve Hinder 
Director – Youth Activities 
                     - Brian Marshall 
Director – Community Service 
                     - Bill Otton 
Director – Membership 
                    - Tony Caceres 
Director – Fundraising 

- Tom Mrakas 
Director - Fellowship 

   - Brian Walsh 
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                 Holiday Inn 

                          Markham   

                          February 19, 20 
 
The Holiday Inn in Markham is the 
location for the 2nd Quarter District 
Board Meeting of the 2009-10 
administrative year.  
 
Good workshops are anticipated under 
the direction of Leadership Development 
Chair Denise Nacev.  Certified 
International Trainer, Paula Reyling, will 
also present a “Rising Star” seminar. 
 
The Awards luncheon on Saturday will 
be the highlight of the meeting.  
According to the Optimist International 
Hotline, 2008-09 President Carol Bartlett 
will be recognized as an Honour Club 
President and the Club will be an Honour 
Club. 
 

 

Zone Meeting 
 
The 2nd quarter Zone Meeting held on 
February 7 and hosted by the Optimist 
Club of Newmarket was again a success.  
Thirty-two members attended. The 
breakfast provided by the Newmarket 
Club was very scrumptious as usual.  
 
Susan Montgomery gave a very 
informative presentation on the optimist 
International Internet Safety Program as 
it applies to adults.  A video pertaining to 
youth was also presented.  From these 
two videos, it is easy to see how youth 
and adults can be impacted. 
 
Governor Tom McNaught spoke briefly 
on the Optimist International Foundation 
of Canada. 
 

Have you brought in a new 

member yet? 

 

Reminders 
 
• February 3 – Business Meeting 

• February 7 – Zone Meeting 

• February 15 – Arctic Adventure

• February 17 – Dinner Meeting 

• February 19,20 – District 

Quarter     Board 

• February 24 – Board Meeting 

• February 25 – Aurora Chess  

• March 3 – Business Meeting 

• March 6 - Bowling for Big 

Brothers/Big Sisters 

• March 17 – Dinner Meeting 

• March 31 – Board Meeting 

Arctic 
 

 

Adventure 
 
The Artic Adventure will once again be 
taking place on Monday February 15 at 
the Town Park.  We will be serving our 
delicious hot dogs, hot chocolate and 
coffee.  The Town will be putting on 
other events and there will be 
entertainment present. 
 
For more information, please call Terry 

Sherin at 416-3157368 or Greg Way at 

905-713-2570  

 

Band Festival 
 

Our third annual band festival will be 
held on Tuesday May 12 at William’s 
Secondary High School. Six Aurora 
bands will be taking part.  Each band will 
play for ten minutes and all bands, 
approximately 300 musicians, will play 
two pieces together, one at the beginning 
and one at the end of the program.  
Aurora Cable has agreed to film this 
event!  Tickets are $2 an adult with all 
ticket sales being given to the bands for 
their music programs. 
 
The performance starts at 7:00 pm but 
members are needed in the afternoon for 
the set up and also at 5:00 pm for 
assisting with the bands and ticket sales. 
If you can help, please call Greg way at 
713-2570. 

From the April 1998 Opti Prime



 

 

 
 
 

EXERCISE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What My Mother 

Taught Me 
 
My mother taught me 
IRONY - "Keep 

laughing and I'll give you something to cry 
about." 
 
My mother taught me about 
CONTORTIONISM - "Will you look at 
the dirt on the back of your neck!" 
 
My mother taught me about ENVY - "There 
are millions of less fortunate children in this 
world who don't have wonderful parents like 
you do!" 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
“Do not let what you cannot do 

interfere with what you can do.”  
 

 John Wooden 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Optimist Creed 
 

Promise Yourself 
 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 

 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity 

to every person you meet. 
 

To make all your friends feel that there is
something in them. 

 
To look at the sunny side of everything 

and make your optimism come true. 
 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and to expect only the best. 

 
To be just as enthusiastic about the 

success of others as you are about your 
own. 

 
To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press onto the greater achievements of 

the future. 
 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature you 

meet a smile. 
 

To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that you have 

no time to criticize others. 
 

To be too large for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear and too happy 

to permit the presence of trouble. 

 

 
 

Right Here, Right Now 

 
 

 
Bowl for Kids Sake 

 
It's that time of year again ..... Bowling 
for Kids Sake! 
 
The Aurora Optimist Club has been a 
huge supporter of this annual event and 
has won the Service Club award for this 
event over the last few years.   
 
We need 8-12 bowlers for 10 Pin 
Bowling on Saturday March 6 – 1 pm – 
3 pm - Gateway Café and Lanes formerly 
known as the Aurora Bowl. 
 
This years theme is the "Olympics" so 
let's all wear our Canadian gear or at 
least red and white. 
 
In addition to the club's pledge we do 
have pledge forms if you would like 
to gather some additional support for this 
group.  It is voluntary and we are happy 
to get some of you members out to bowl.  
It's a lot of fun and you can win prizes, 
just ask any of our members who have 
bowled in the past.  
 
Please reply back to Carol Bartlett asap 
via email or call her at 905- 841-3378. 

 

A Smile is Quite a Funny Thing 
      (Tune: “Auld Lang Syne”)   
A smile is quite a funny thing, 

It wrinkles up your face, 
And when it’s gone you never find 

It’s secret hiding place. 
But far more wonderful it is  
To see what smiles can do, 

You smile at one, he smiles at you, 
And so one smile makes two. 

 
He smiles at someone, since you smiled, 

And then that one smiles back, 
And that one smiles until, in truth, 

You fail in keeping track! 
And since a smile can do great good 

By cheering heats of care, 
Let’s smile and smile and not forget 

That smiles go everywhere. 
 

Physical exercise is good for you.  I 
know that I should do it daily, but my 
body doesn't want me to do too much, 
so I have worked out this program of 
strenuous activities that do not require 
physical exercise.  You are invited to 
use my program without charge. 
 
01) Beating around the bush 
02) Jumping to conclusions 
03) Climbing the walls 
04) Swallowing my pride 
05) Passing the buck 
06) Throwing my weight around 
07) Dragging my heels 
08) Pushing my luck 
09) Making Mountains out of molehills
10) Hitting the nail on the head 
11) Wading through paperwork 
12) Bending over backwards 
13) Jumping on the bandwagon 
14) Balancing the books 
15) Running around in circles 
16) Eating crow 
17) Tooting my own horn 
18) Climbing the ladder of success 
19) Pulling out the stops 
20) Adding fuel to the fire 
21) Opening a can of worms 
22) Putting my foot in my mouth 
23) Starting the ball rolling 
24) Going over the edge 
25) Picking up the pieces 
 
Whew!  What a workout!  I think I'll 
exercise my caution now, and sit down.

 



  

February 2010      

 1 2 3 
Business Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

4 5 6 

7 
Zone Meeting 
Newmarket 
9:30 am 

8 9 10 
 
 
 

11 12 13 

14 Valentines Day 

 

15 
Arctic Adventure 
Town Park 

16 17 
Dinner Meeting 
 - 7:15 p.m.  
Jonathan’s 

18 19 
 
 
¼ Board Mtg 

20 
¼ Board Mtg 
Holiday Inn 
Markham 

21 22 23 24 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

25 
Aurora Chess 
- 8:30 am 
Legion 

26 27 

28 
 
 
 

      

       
March 2010      

 1 2 3  

Business Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

4 5 6 
Bowling for Big 
Brothers/Big 
Sisters 

7 8 9 10 
 
  
 

11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 St. Patrick’s Day 

Dinner Meeting 

 - 7:15.m.  

Location TBA 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 
 
  
 

25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

   

 
For lots of interesting information about Optimist International and its 
programs visit the official web site at “www.optimist.org”, the Central 
Ontario District at “www.cenon.org” or our own at 
“www.auroraoptimist.com” 

 

 

Editor’s Corner 
 
During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on 
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to 
optimism.  Event write-ups will be a must.  If you have any other 
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin, 
please forward them to me at 905-727-5012 or email at 
ansellas@interlog.com 


