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Learnings of Andy

Rooney

I've learned . . That being
kind is more important than

(The Presidemessage)

Well here we go it's now 2010, so Happy New Year to
everyone and the very best to you
And your love one’s.

The best way to start the New Year is an induction of a
new member so let’s start with

Gerry cares who was inducted on January 6, 2010 at the
Business Meeting. Welcome Gerry.

Next | would like to thank all involved in the Pan-cake
breakfast for the torch run
From all I've heard and read it was a great success THANK-YOU for thit eve
team.

Once again the Showcase was a community jewel thanks to efforteyidaieA.

Brian W. and Brian M. who were leaders of the Optimist team of volunteers. | know
There was hundreds of hours dedicated people involved both Optimist members and
Aurora Minor Hockey members so KUDOO's to all. Bill Otton

Ken

December Zone Meeting

OptImISt of the Month LOCATION: Newmarket Optimist Hall
DATE: Sunday February 7

TIME: 9:30 am

Breakfast will be hosted by the Optimist
Club of Newmarket followed by thé'?
Quarter Zone meeting.

Susan Montgomery, District Internet
Safety and JOOI Chair, will be making a
presentation on the Optimist
International Internet Safety Program.
Let’s have good turnout from our Club.

being right.
I've learned . . That everyon H
you meet deserves to be . . ArCtIC Adv?nture
greeted with a smile. Peter Bifolchi |s Caming
I've learned . . That Joined the Optimist Club of Aurora in
opportunities ar'e"never lost; January 2007 M Gnday Febr uary 15
. ' Currently 2009-2010 Vice President at th
someone will take the ones Lo ) . at the
oU miss Contributing force with greagnthusiasm t
you miss. almost everv event ttClub undertake Town Park

More Information to follow



Committee Chairs

Spring into Safety — Rob Parypa
Book Sale — Nora MacDonald
- Ken Mclsaac

Bowling for Big Brothers

- Carol Bartlett
Bulletin — Alex Ansell
Chess — Don Stubbs

- Mike Varcoe
COLS - John Thompson/Tom Connor
Communications — Carol Bartlett
Dinner Meetings — Peter Bifolchi
Hartwell Run — Paul English
Home Show — Alex Ansell
Junior Golf — Greg Way
Membership —
Members Xmas Party — Peter Bifolchi
Mobile Kitchen — Terry Sherin
Opti Rec Hockey — Brian Walsh
Optimist International Foundation
Alex Ansell
Presidents’ Nite — Ken Banks
- Glen Sharp

Progressive Dinner —
Publicity — Diane Buchanan
Respect for Law — Steve Hinder
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling

— Terry Sherin
Santa Claus Parade Float — Anna
Kroeplin

Showcase Tournament — Alex Ansell
Web Site — Brian Walsh

Director — Marketing/Publicity
- Steve Hinder
Director — Youth Activities
- Brian Marshall
Director — Community Service
- Bill Otton
Director — Membership
- Tony Caceres
Director — Fundraising
- Tom Mrakas
Director - Fellowship
- Brian Walsh

Have you brought in a new
member yet?

2" Quarter
District
Conference

Holiday Inn
Markham
February 19, 20

The Holiday Inn in Markham is the
location for the ¥ Quarter District
Board Meeting of the 2009-10
administrative year.

Good workshops are anticipated under
the direction of Leadership Development
Chair Denise Nacev. The Awards
luncheon on Saturday will be the
highlight of the meeting. Hopefully
2008-09 President Carol Bartlett will be
recognized as an Honour Club President
and the Club will be an Honour Club.

Volunteers are urgently needed for the
13" Annual Aurora area chess
tournament. The event will take place on
Thursday February 25th at the Aurora
Legion with setup being done the night
before and early morning (7:30 am) on
the day of the tournament.

Olympic Torch

& Pancakes

On Friday, December f8ve gathered at
Town Park for the Olympic Torch Run
through Aurora. The day was clear and
cold, a perfect December day in Canada.
After the

torch passed
by the park it
was our job

to feed the
masses, and
feed them

we did.

Well over 300 people lined up at the
Optimist wagon for free pancakes and
hot chocolate, consuming them as
quickly as we could get them off the
griddles. The town of Aurora provided
the ingredients and your intrepid team
cooked and served the fare as the Aurora
Idols provided musical entertainment.

A good turnout of Optimists, considering
it was a workday, made the task go by so
much - :

easier.
Many
thanks
should be
given to
Terry
Sherin,
Lou Crone, Greg Way, Ted Beardwood,
Carol Bartlett, Mary-Beth Marshall,
Peter Bifolchi, Brian Marshall and Don
Stubbs and his wife Janice.

The Regionals will be held Saturday,
March 27 at the Legion.

For more information, please call
Michael Varcoe at 905-727-2151 or
Don Stubbs at 905-841-5253.

- January 6 — Business Meeting

- January 20 — Dinner Meeting

- January 27 — Board Meeting

- February 3 — Business Meeting

- February 7 — Zone Meeting

- February 15 — Arctic Adventure

- February 17 — Dinner Meeting

- February 19,20 —District Quarter
Board

- February 24 — Board Meeting

- February 25 — Aurora Chess

Christmas
Dinner
M eeting

Our annual
Christmas Dinner meeting was once
again held at the St. Andrew’s Golf
Club wherefestivitiesand
camaraderie werethe key part of the
event The
dinner was
again
fabulous
and wasin
keeping
with the
festive season.
Unwrapped toys and donations for the
Food Bank were all nestled under and
around the Christmastree.




2009-2010 Showcase Tournament

Sunday December 27 started the Fourteenth AnnuadiMiockey Showcase, co-
sponsored by the Optimist Club of Aurora, the Aarbtinor Hockey Association and
Aurora Home Hardware. Over 850 boys and girls #teams in 9 divisions
participated in the four-day event, with 90 gameind played. Of course the
highlight of the event was the skills competitiart p
on by our Club for the 9 age divisions from Tyke to
Minor Midget. The Tyke to Atom Gold age
divisions were put through their paces doing skgtin
stick handling and shooting drills. The skills the
senior divisions of PeeWee Black to Minor Midget
had more of an NHL flavour and included accuracy,
hardest shot and breakaway passing. Each division
also had relay races. The skills competitionscalkt
place on December 27 from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm. The
equivalent of over eighty people were requireduto r
w, these skills

G e competitions. Points

- earned in the skills

competition by each team were factored into the
overall standing for each age group in the tourmame
so the skills become a very important factor in
determining the two finalist teams for the
championship games on December 30.

On Tuesday December 2%l teams

participating in the tournament were involved in a

4 on 4 or 3 on 3 mini tournaments. After each

age group finished the mini tournament, the five fastest teams of each age
division of the Tyke to Atom Gold skated in special relay races and the four
hardest shots of the PeeWee Black to Minor Midget divisions iweoéved in
head to head shootouts. The winning skills teams were also presented wit
their awards courtesy of Aurora Home Hardware.

On Tuesday December 30, the finals for each
age group were held. Past Presidents Carol
Bartlett, Brian Walsh and Brian Marshall
shared the presentation of the gold and silver
medals and trophies to the champions and
finalists. Many thanks are extended to Joe
Bentolila, Andrea Bentolila and Wayne Scott
of the Aurora Minor Hockey Association for
their organization and cooperation in making
this tournament such a success. Many favouraleremts were received about the
tournament.

Many thanks are also extended to the twenty-eigihthbers and twenty other non-
members including Judy Sherin, Mary Beth Marshadlug Kelly, Caitlin Kelly, Bob
Ince, Josh Maier, Rob Wilson, Patrick Madden, Jefilts and Lou Crone for helping
to run the skills competitions. Special thankseattended to Rusty Barrese of
Recreation Leisure Services for his generous stpp@roviding the MVP awards for
the championship games. It was a win-win situatasrall of those involved but
particularly for the house league kids

Alex S. Ansell
Skills Coordinator
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The Optimist Creed
Promise Yourself

To be so strong that nothing can disturb
your peace of mind.

To talk health, happiness and prosperity
to every person you meet.

To make all your friends feel that ther
something in them.

To look at the sunny side of everything
and make your optimism come true.

To think only of the best, to work only
for the best and to expect only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic about the
success of others as you are about your
own.

To forget the mistakes of the past and
press onto the greater achievements of
the future.

To wear a cheerful countenance at all
times and give every living creature you
meet a smile.

To give so much time to the
improvement of yourself that you have
no time to criticize others.

To be too large for worry, too noble for
anger, too strong for fear and too happy
to permit the presence of trouble.

Right Here, Right Now
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February 2010
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For lots of interesting information about Optinisternational and its
programs visit the official web site ‘atww.optimist.org” , the Central
Ontario District atwww.cenon.org” or our own at
“www.auroraoptimist.com”

Editor's Corner

During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to
optimism. Event write-ups will be a must. If you have any other
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin,

please forward them to me2Q5-727-5012r email at
ansellas@interlog.com




