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                                   (The President’s Message)  
Our club has suffered a huge loss with the passing of 
Diane Whiting. Diane was the wife of one of our charter 
members, Rob Whiting. We will all miss her ever-
smiling face and warm heart. Our sincere condolences to 
Rob, Michele and Mark. 
  
The street sale was again an over whelming success. 
Fortunately we sold out all of our food and even had to 
send a member out for more supplies. We do have 

another freezer coming soon, so we will be able to keep more food available for even 
more sales in the future. 
  
On the evening of Wednesday June 2 the Civic Awards were presented at the Town 
Hall and 15 of our members were among those Honorees. Recognition was given to 
members with from 5 years to 25 years of community service. Congratulations to one 
and all! 
  
Unfortunately our last business meeting and general meeting did not have a quorum. 
Without your attendance we can’t continue to do the events that mean so much to our 
community. Please try to come out to the meetings to support your club and therefore 
the youth of Aurora. 
  
We need more members and former members to come out and help us celebrate our 
25th Anniversary this weekend. The Anniversary committee and the Picnic 
committee have put in tireless hours over the past several months to make both of 
these events a success. I hope you’ll make an effort to be part of these special events. 
  
Optimistically Yours 
 
Ken 
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Optimist Club of Aurora 
 

June 2010 
 

Opti Prime 
 

Things to Think 
About 

  
Mothers of teens now know 
why some animals eat their 

young. 
 

Children seldom misquote 
you. In fact, they usually 

repeat word for word what 
you shouldn't have said. 

 

Be nice to your kids. They 
will choose your nursing 

home. 

                   25th Anniversary Celebration 
  

                                    Friday June 18, 2010 
 

                              St. Andrews Valley Golf Club 
                                            7:00 pm 

 

all current and former members and companions are cordially 
invited to come out to mingle and renew old friendships 

 

finger foods will be served 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Committee Chairs 
 
Spring into Safety – Rob Parypa 
Book Sale – Nora MacDonald   
                 -  Ken McIsaac 
Bowling for Big Brothers 

- Carol Bartlett 
Bulletin – Alex Ansell 
Chess – Don Stubbs 
           -   Mike Varcoe 
COLS – John Thompson/Tom Connor 
Communications – Carol Bartlett 
Dinner Meetings – Peter Bifolchi 
Farmer’s Market – Bill Hack 
Hartwell Run – Paul English 
Home Show – Alex Ansell 
Junior Golf – Greg Way 
Membership –  
Members Xmas Party – Peter Bifolchi 
Mobile Kitchen – Terry Sherin 
Opti Rec Hockey – Brian Walsh 
Optimist International Foundation   
                             - Alex Ansell                                                                            
Presidents’ Nite – Ken Banks 
 - Glen Sharp 
Progressive Dinner – Brian Walsh 
Publicity – Diane Buchanan 
Respect for Law – Steve Hinder 
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling 
                        – Terry Sherin  
Santa Claus Parade Float – Anna 

Kroeplin 
Showcase Tournament – Alex Ansell 
Web Site – Brian Walsh 
 
Director – Marketing/Publicity 
                     - Steve Hinder 
Director – Youth Activities 
                     - Brian Marshall 
Director – Community Service 
                     - Bill Otton 
Director – Membership 
                    - Tony Caceres 
Director – Fundraising 

- Tom Mrakas 
Director - Fellowship 

   - Brian Walsh 
 

Have you brought in a new 
member yet? 

 

  
The annual Respect for law dinner 
was held on Wednesday May 19 at 
the St. Andrews Golf Club.  
Present at the meeting was Armand 
La Barge, Chief of York Regional 
Police who was presented with a 
copy of the Optimist Creed to 
commemorate his retirement and as 
a thank you for all of his support in 
the past. 

Police officers Detective Kim 
Kilby, Detective Mark Collaris and 
Detective Andrew Graham were 
honoured for their work in support 
of the youth in our community. 
 
Taylor Cooke was also recognized 
for his suggestion to have a yellow 
ribbon in support of our troops 
worn on all Aurora Minor Hockey 
jerseys.  A donation has been made 
to Wounded Warriors in his name. 
 

Meet our Newest 
Inductee 

 

�  
Kimberley Kerr  

 
 

Following the elections at the April 
Business meeting, the Executive for 

2010-2011 will be: 
 
President: Glen Sharp 
President Elect: Alex Ansell 
Vice President: Peter Bifolchi 
Vice President: Diane Buchanan 
1 Year Directors: Steve Hinder 
 Tom Mrakas 
 Brian Walsh 
2 Year Directors: Diane Buchanan 
 Bill Hack 
 Carolyne Trussler 
Past President Ken Banks         
Secretary: John Thompson 
Treasurer: Carol Bartlett 
Sgt-at-Arms TBA 

Progressive Dinner 
 
A great evening of hospitality and 
Optimism took place at our annual 
progressive dinner held on Saturday 
May 1, 2010.   
 
Participants traveled to appetizer 
homes to start this event.  The next 
stage was main course meals at 
another home.   The evening was 
completed with desert at the Walsh’s. 
 
New recipes and baker’s secret were 
exchanged throughout the evening.  
Going forward the annual event shall 
take place on the first Saturday of 
May. 
 
Looking forward to additional 
participants next year. 
 
Brian Walsh, Chair 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June  
Optimists of the Month 

 
 

 
 

Alex Ansell, Steve Hinder, Ken McIsaac, 
Grant Perry, Rob Whiting 

 
All are Charter Members; all are Past Presidents of the Optimist Club of Aurora and all are active in Club 

activities 

 

25th Anniversary Picnic 
 

Optimist Park  
11:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 
As part of our 25th Anniversary celebrations, the club is hosting a Family Picnic in Optimist Park.  The picnic 
will be on Saturday, June 19 from 11:00am until 4:00pm at Optimist Park in the town’s north end.  The picnic 
is free to all members of the community and we are encouraging families to bring their own picnic lunch.  The 
Weenie Wagon will be there to supply those people wishing to purchase their lunch.  The day promises to be 
filled with fun. 
 
There will be a petting zoo and pony rides, a bouncy hut and tread climbing wall for the younger children and 
the older ones will enjoy the Flipside Skateboard Park and basketball challenge.  The CIBC branch at 
Wellington and Bay will be in attendance with face painting for young and old.  Popcorn and free balloons will 
be given away and everyone will be encouraged to take part in the various races held throughout the day.  
Demonstrations will be given by Aurora Youth Soccer and Watson's Karate and music provided by The 
Tuesday Night Song Circle.  Our other sponsors include Magna, Hartwell Thayer Financial Services, Pace 
Credit Union, Lisgar Construction, Ellis Studios, A&J Printing and The Town of Aurora. 
 
We want to see all our members and their families come out to enjoy the festivities.  There's no excuse not to 
attend.  We will never celebrate Twenty-five years of serving Aurora's youth again.   
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Charter President 
 

 
Ashwin Sangani 

 
Charter Member of the Optimist 

Club of Aurora (25 years)  
President 1985 - 1985 

 

June 
Optimist of the 

Month 

 
Alex Ansell  

Charter Member of the Optimist 
Club of Aurora (25 years)  

President 1986-87  
Zone Lt. Governor 1989 – 1990  
District Governor 1993 – 1994  

International Vice President 
2003 - 2004  

Driving force behind the annual 
Showcase Tournament that has been 

going on for 14 years 

 

June 
Optimist of the 

Month 

 
Steve Hinder  

Charter Member of the Optimist 
Club of Aurora (25 years)  

Distinguished President 1988-1989  
Driving force behind the 

establishment of the Community 
Safety Village  

 
June 

Optimist of the 
Month 

 
Rob Whiting 

 
Charter Member of the Optimist 

Club of Aurora (25 years)  
President 1997 - 1998 

 
Always keeper and cooker of the 
steaks at the annual Club BBQ 

 

June 
Optimist of the 

Month 

 
Ken McIsaac 

 
Charter Member of the Optimist 

Club of Aurora (25 years)  
President 1987-88 and 2003-04  
Driving force behind the annual 
book sale that has been going for 

23 years 

 

June 
Optimist of the 

Month 

 
Grant Perry 

 
Charter Member of the Optimist 

Club of Aurora (25 years)  
President 1990 – 1991  

Past Secretary  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Optimist Creed 
 

Promise Yourself 
 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 

 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity 

to every person you meet. 
 

To make all your friends feel that there is 
something in them. 

 
To look at the sunny side of everything 

and make your optimism come true. 
 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and to expect only the best. 

 
To be just as enthusiastic about the 

success of others as you are about your 
own. 

 
To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press onto the greater achievements of 

the future. 
 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature you 

meet a smile. 
 

To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that you have 

no time to criticize others. 
 

To be too large for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear and too happy 

to permit the presence of trouble. 
 

 
 

Right Here, Right Now 
 
 

OC Aurora 
Junior Golf Tournament  

 
The Junior Optimist Tournament was 
held on Sunday May 30th at St 
Andrew’s Valley under blue skies 
and warm weather. A total of 32 
players participated and 7 qualified to 
move on to the Regional Tournament 
at the Caledon Country Club in 
Inglewood. 

  
This year we had a first as the low 
scores in the 3 boys categories were 
won by brothers.  Jonathon 
MacDonald (75) won the boys 12-13 
Division; Chris MacDonald (75) won 
the boys 14-15 Division and Conor 
MacDonald (73) won the boys 16-18 
Division.   Other winners were 
Shansan Li girls 12-13 Division and 
Adrienne D’alessio girls 14-15 
Division. 

 
The boys 16-18 division was very 
competitive with 7 of the boys 
shooting under 80.  In total 16 of the 
golfers met the qualifying standard to 
move on however we are only 
allowed to send 2 from each 
Division.  Thanks to all he volunteers 
who came out and worked the day.  

 

Farmer’s Market  
 

The Aurora Optimist booth at the 
Farmer's Market made its debut on 
opening day.  Despite the inclement 
weather, set-up went well, thanks to 
Bruce, Brian, Glenn and Grant (hope 
I didn't leave anyone out), and Terry 
obtaining storage in the park complex 
building was huge. 
 
It may be the first time the canopy 
side panel was used.  It also had the 
Optimist logo, and it looked great.  
Brian took some pictures. 
  
We called a  "hey rube" at 11:15 
when the rain and wind kicked up 
and packed it in, but all in all I am so 
thrilled that we did this, and can't 
wait for the next one. 

 
We cleared  $8 on the sale of 2 doz. 
golf balls generously donated by 
Alex.   We had some interest in our 
club, and on the first aid kits, and I 
think in the long run, the kits are 
going to be a good seller item for us.  
Thanks Brian. 
  
So, to say I am happy and a little 
excited is an understatement. 
 
Thanks 
 
Bill Hack 
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· June 2 – Business Meeting 
· June 2 – Civic Awards 
· June 6 – Street Sale 
· June 9 – Business Meeting 
· June 18 – 25th Celebration 
· June 19 – 25th Picnic 
· June 23 – Board Meeting 
· June 30 – Dance in the Park 
· July 1 – Canada Day 
· July 8 – Club BBQ 
· July 17 – Kerry’s Place 
· July 30,31 – Jazz Festival (Safe 

Haven) 
 



  

June 2010       
  1 2 

 
Aurora Civic 
Awards 

3 4 5 

6 
Street Sale 
 - 10:00 a.m.  
Yonge Street 

7 8 9 
Business Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
Aurora 25th 
Members 
St. Andrews 

19 
Aurora 25th  
Picnic 
Optimist Park 

20 21 22 23 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 
 
Dance in the Park 
Town Park  

   

       
July 2010       
    1 

Pancake Breakfast 
Canada Day 
Leisure Complex 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8  
Club BBQ 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Bartlett’s 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 
 
 
 

15 16 17 
Kerry’s Place 
11 am – 3 pm.  
Town Park 

18 19 20 21 
 
 
 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

29 30 
 
Jazz Festival 
Town Park 

31 
 
Jazz Festival 
Town Park  

 
For lots of interesting information about Optimist International and its 
programs visit the official web site at “www.optimist.org” , the Central 
Ontario District at “www.cenon.org” or our own at 
“www.auroraoptimist.com”  
 
 
Editor’s Corner  
 
During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on 
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to 
optimism.  Event write-ups will be a must.  If you have any other 
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin, 
please forward them to me at 905-727-5012 or email at 
ansellas@interlog.com 


