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                                   (The President’s Message)  
Let me start off by congratulating both John Mills and 
Brian Porter on their induction to the club on March 3rd.  
Welcome! 
 
As I am sure you’ve already heard, at the last Quarter 
Boards, Carol Bartlett was named an Honour President.  
Good work Carol! 
 
Also at that meeting our club donated 24 large boxes of 
cereal to the Resident’s Breakfast Club of York Region.  

These folks provide breakfasts for local children who otherwise wouldn’t have any 
breakfast before school.  It’s hard to believe that there’s such a need for this kind of 
service in our own backyard. 
 
The Arctic Adventure went over very well. Line-ups for hot food were fierce, but the 
crew was able to get every morsel of food in the Weenie Wagon sold.  Good work, 
as usual. 
 
This year’s Chess Tournament, held at the Aurora Legion, went on without a hitch.   
Incase you missed them, there were some pictures in last week’s Auroran. This was 
Don Stubbs first year chairing the tournament, and he did an awesome job. Kudos 
Don. 
 
On March 6th, 12 of our members joined a bowling alley full of volunteers to Bowl 
For Kids Sake.  Terry Sherin put the rest of us to shame- but truthfully; I think he’s 
been practicing. 
 
Finally, congratulations to Steve Hinder for being honoured for his community 
volunteer work.  A celebratory dinner is being held on March 24th at the Carrying 
Place Golf and Country Club.  There are still some tickets available if you’d like to 
show your support. 
 
Keep your eyes on the Prime for up coming events; like the Run For Southlake 
(formerly the Hartwell Challenge) in mid April and the Easter Egg Hunt on Easter 
weekend. 
 
I hope you all have a GREAT MARCH! 

 
Ken 
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Opti Prime 
 

Bill Gates Comments 
  

Television is NOT real life. 
In real life, people actually 

have to leave the coffee 
shop and go to jobs. 

  

If you mess up, it's not 
your parents' fault, so don't 
whine about your mistakes, 

learn from them.  
 

 If you think your teacher 
is tough, wait till you get a 

boss.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Spring into Safety – Rob Parypa 
Book Sale – Nora MacDonald   
                 -  Ken McIsaac 
Bowling for Big Brothers 

- Carol Bartlett 
Bulletin – Alex Ansell 
Chess – Don Stubbs 
           -   Mike Varcoe 
COLS – John Thompson/Tom Connor 
Communications – Carol Bartlett 
Dinner Meetings – Peter Bifolchi 
Farmer’s Market – Bill Hack 
Hartwell Run – Paul English 
Home Show – Alex Ansell 
Junior Golf – Greg Way 
Membership –  
Members Xmas Party – Peter Bifolchi 
Mobile Kitchen – Terry Sherin 
Opti Rec Hockey – Brian Walsh 
Optimist International Foundation   
                             - Alex Ansell                                                                            
Presidents’ Nite – Ken Banks 
 - Glen Sharp 
Progressive Dinner – Brian Walsh 
Publicity – Diane Buchanan 
Respect for Law – Steve Hinder 
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling 
                        – Terry Sherin  
Santa Claus Parade Float – Anna 

Kroeplin 
Showcase Tournament – Alex Ansell 
Web Site – Brian Walsh 
 
Director – Marketing/Publicity 
                     - Steve Hinder 
Director – Youth Activities 
                     - Brian Marshall 
Director – Community Service 
                     - Bill Otton 
Director – Membership 
                    - Tony Caceres 
Director – Fundraising 

- Tom Mrakas 
Director - Fellowship 

   - Brian Walsh 
 

Have you brought in a new 
member yet? 

 

Arctic 
 

  

Adventure 
 
It was a beautiful day for Family Day, 
not too cold and a bit overcast, but many 
came to enjoy the festivities of the day. 
The cooks once again were hard at work 
and the aroma from the hot dogs and 
sausages was overwhelming.  The hot 
chocolate was bubbling and everyone 
was having a great time.  It was so great 
we sold out of everything in just 2 hours.  
Plans are afoot to make sure we don’t run 
out next year. 

 
Thanks are extended to Terry Sherin, 
Greg Way, Alex Ansell, Carol Bartlett, 
John Mills, Bill Hack, Diane Buchanan 
and Bruce Porter for all of their help. 
 

                      22nndd      QQuuaarr tteerr     
                                            DDiissttrr iicctt      
                                            CCoonnffeerr eennccee  
                                                        

                 Holiday Inn 
                          Markham   
                          February 19, 20 
 
The 2nd Quarter District Meeting was 
held at the Holiday Inn and Suites just 
north of Steeles Ave. on Woodbine in 
Markham on February 19 – 20.  Ken 
Banks, Alex Ansell, Carol Bartlett and 
Glen Sharp attended.   
 
Two of the learning sessions of special 
note dealt with the Collingwood bed 
races and building a JOOI Club. 
 
The highlight of the conference was the 
Awards Luncheon where awards for the 
2008-09 year were presented to worthy 
Clubs and individuals for their efforts.  
 
Our Club received numerous awards. A 
banner patch for $20 per member (Club 
and personal donations) was received 
from the Optimist International 
Foundation of Canada along with a $500 
Club donation patch.  
 
Our club bulletin was third place in the 
judging of the bulletins submitted to the 
District Bulletin Editor. 

 
Finally, President Carol Bartlett was 
recognized as an Honour Club President, 
which she accepted on behalf of the 
Club.  Honour certificates were also 
accepted for Secretary Alex Ansell and 
Treasurer Tom Connor. 

 
The Club came second in the overall 
District Award Competition, apparently 
beat out by the Optimist Club of 
Keswick by a mere 50 points. 
 
Congratulations are extended to all of 
the members for their participation in 
the Club activities and programs 
during 2008-09.  Your help 
contributed to make the Optimist 
Club of Aurora continue to be a 
leader in the Optimist community. 
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· March 3 – Business Meeting 
· March 6 - Bowling for Big 

Brothers/Big Sisters 
· March 31 – Board Meeting 
· April 3 – Easter Egg Hunt 
· April 7 – Business Meeting 
· April 10 – Progressive Dinner 
· April 16-18 – Home Show 
· April 25 – Run for Southlake 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                        
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Optimist Creed 
 

Promise Yourself 
 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 

 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity 

to every person you meet. 
 

To make all your friends feel that there is 
something in them. 

 
To look at the sunny side of everything 

and make your optimism come true. 
 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and to expect only the best. 

 
To be just as enthusiastic about the 

success of others as you are about your 
own. 

 
To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press onto the greater achievements of 

the future. 
 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature you 

meet a smile. 
 

To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that you have 

no time to criticize others. 
 

To be too large for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear and too happy 

to permit the presence of trouble. 
 

 
 

Right Here, Right Now 
 
 

Check Mate   
        Or 
It’s Anna the 
   Optimist 
     Again 
 
The successful Optimist Chess 
Tournament was held on Thursday, 
February 25 at the Aurora Legion.  164 
local students ranging from grades 1 to 
12 enjoyed this community spirited 
event.  The top 3 students from each 
grade were invited to the Regional 
Tournament that will be held on March 
28th. 
 
Special thanks goes 
to the teachers, the  
Legion and our  
Optimist volunteers 
who had taken the 
time and initiative 
to be involved with 
this year's event! 
 
Pennants were awarded  
to the following for their top scores: 
- Primary, grades 1-3:  HOLY SPIRIT 
- Junior, grades 4-6:    HOLY SPIRIT 
- Intermediate, grades 7-8: AURORA 
SENIOR PUBLIC SCHOOL 
- Senior, grades 9-12:        ST. 
ANDREW'S COLLEGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PS.  The term “Anna the Optimist” 
was used throughout the tournament 
to get the attention of the participants 
and it worked. 
 
Congratulations on a good job, well 
done 

 

 

JOOI Clubs, instead of saying the 
Optimist Creed at the end of the meeting, 
often recite another code known as the: 

 
Youth Code 

 
I promise to: 

 
Honour my parents and those to 
whom wisdom has come through 

years of experience, 
 

Respect the beliefs of others, 
 

Prize friendship and keep its sacred 
truth, 

 
Seek intellectual growth, physical 
development and avoid abuse of 

mind and body, 
 

Be diligent and give each task the 
priority it merits, 

 
Strive to be courteous at all times 
and truthful with everyone I meet, 

 
Practice thrift and put material 
matters in proper perspective, 

 
Respect all living things and help 

maintain the balance of life, 
 

Work to preserve our form of 
government and the freedoms it 

guarantees, 
 

I will value independence of mind 
and develop self-reliance, setting 
high goals in life and dedicating 
myself to the service of others 

 

Optimist of the Month 

 
Carol Bartlett 

 
Joined the Optimist Club of Aurora 

in April 2001  
Honour President 2008 – 2009  
Contributing force behind Club 

involvement with Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters bowling, among other things 

 



  

March 2010      
 1 2 3  

Business Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

4 5 6 
Bowling for Big 
Brothers/Big 
Sisters 

7 8 9 10 
 
  
 

11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 St. Patrick’s Day 

 
18 
 
 
 

19 20 

21 22 23 24 
 
  
 

25 26 27 
Regional Chess 
Legion 

28 29 30 31 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

   

       
April 2010       
    1 2 3 

Girl Guides Easter 
Egg Hunt  
Seniors Centre 

4 5 6 7 
Business Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

8 9 10 
Progressive 
Dinner 
 Locations TBA 

11 12 13 14 15 16 
Home Show 
Aurora 
Community Cntr 

17 
Home Show 
Aurora 
Community Cntr 

18 
Home Show 
Aurora 
Community Cntr 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 
Run for Southlake 
7:30 a.m.  
ACC 

26 27 28 
 Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

29 30  

 
For lots of interesting information about Optimist International and its 
programs visit the official web site at “www.optimist.org” , the Central 
Ontario District at “www.cenon.org” or our own at 
“www.auroraoptimist.com”  
 
 
Editor’s Corner  
 
During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on 
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to 
optimism.  Event write-ups will be a must.  If you have any other 
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin, 
please forward them to me at 905-727-5012 or email at 
ansellas@interlog.com 


