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                                   (The President’s Message)  
Another month has flown by. It’s been a very busy one 
with lots of events  & with great participation by our 
members. 
 
The annual Bowl For The Kids was a great success again 
this year. Twelve members came out to enjoy an afternoon 
of 10 pin bowling for a good cause. Terry Sherin was our 
team’s star, bowling the highest score of the group. Rumor 
has it he was out practicing before the big day though 
 

On the Saturday before Easter, hundreds of kids chased down, what seemed like tons of 
chocolate eggs, at the Easter Egg Hunt held at the Aurora Arboretum. Then these same 
kids went (on their sugar high), over to the craft area and made those treasures that every 
family seems to accumulate, oops, I mean cherish. At the same time our members were 
serving mounds of pancakes to the kids and their families, and it was even reported that 
some of those pancakes looked suspiciously like Easter bunnies. A nice touch! 
 
When the Home Show rolled around our members stepped up to the plate again. This 
time we ran the beer garden and sold food as well. I believe the club made about $2400 
through their efforts.  Good job folks! 
 
Mid April was the Hartwell Challenge. Over 800 runners participated and once again, 
our group helped with every aspect of the event. After the race we fed the participants a 
sausage and pancake breakfast too. As you know Southlake Regional Health Centre is 
benefiting from the Challenge now. I'm sure Bob would have been delighted to see all 
the good work that his legacy has accomplished. 
 
Alex tells me that virtually ever member of the club volunteered for one or more of these 
events. What a great group we have!  Thank you all for your efforts! 
 
On Sunday May 2 the District Zone meeting was held in Keswick at the Georgina 
Pioneer Village. If you haven’t been to that site, you really should check it out. It was a 
very interesting place and all of the hard work that the organizers did was very obvious. 
 
Our zone, Zone 5,is experiencing a huge influx of new members and no one is more 
delighted about that than our Governor. 
 
We have another couple of big events coming up this month too. Bill Hack and his 
committee have been hard at work organizing our booth for the Aurora Farmers Market. 
The market runs from May 8th through into October, and they will be there every 
weekend selling items to raise funds for the club and awareness of all the great things our 
club does for this community. Be sure to stop in and see them when you visit the market 
this summer. 
 
The Respect For Law committee has arranged another evening for us to show our 
gratitude to those folks who protect and serve this community so well. This year the 
dinner is at the St. Andrews Golf Club, and will be an amazing evening. So be sure to 
bring your spouse and come out to help us show our appreciation. 
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Opti Prime 
 

Bill Gates Comments 
  

 You will NOT make 
$60,000 a year right out of 
high school. You won't be 
a vice-president with a car 
phone until you earn both. 

  
The world won't care about 
your self-esteem. The world 

will expect you to 
accomplish something 

BEFORE you feel good 
about yourself. 
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Committee Chairs 
 
Spring into Safety – Rob Parypa 
Book Sale – Nora MacDonald   
                 -  Ken McIsaac 
Bowling for Big Brothers 

- Carol Bartlett 
Bulletin – Alex Ansell 
Chess – Don Stubbs 
           -   Mike Varcoe 
COLS – John Thompson/Tom Connor 
Communications – Carol Bartlett 
Dinner Meetings – Peter Bifolchi 
Farmer’s Market – Bill Hack 
Hartwell Run – Paul English 
Home Show – Alex Ansell 
Junior Golf – Greg Way 
Membership –  
Members Xmas Party – Peter Bifolchi 
Mobile Kitchen – Terry Sherin 
Opti Rec Hockey – Brian Walsh 
Optimist International Foundation   
                             - Alex Ansell                                                                            
Presidents’ Nite – Ken Banks 
 - Glen Sharp 
Progressive Dinner – Brian Walsh 
Publicity – Diane Buchanan 
Respect for Law – Steve Hinder 
Santa Claus Parade Marshalling 
                        – Terry Sherin  
Santa Claus Parade Float – Anna 

Kroeplin 
Showcase Tournament – Alex Ansell 
Web Site – Brian Walsh 
 
Director – Marketing/Publicity 
                     - Steve Hinder 
Director – Youth Activities 
                     - Brian Marshall 
Director – Community Service 
                     - Bill Otton 
Director – Membership 
                    - Tony Caceres 
Director – Fundraising 

- Tom Mrakas 
Director - Fellowship 

   - Brian Walsh 
 

Have you brought in a new 
member yet? 

 

                      33rr dd  QQuuaarr tteerr     
                                            DDiissttrr iicctt      
                                            CCoonnffeerr eennccee  
                                                        

                 Ramada Inn 
                          Belleville   
                          May 14,15 
 
The 3rd Quarter District Meeting will 
held at the Ramada Inn in Belleville on 
May 14, 15.  
 
This meeting promises to be one of the 
most exciting meetings of the year.  The 
District oratorical finals will take place 
here.  This is wonderful opportunity to 
hear our youth compete for the various 
scholarships.  In addition, the winners of 
the Communications Contest for the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the Essay 
Contest will present their winning 
presentations at the luncheon. 
 
Learning sessions will include 
mentoring, coaching and recognizing 
volunteers, fund-raising round table and 
a hockey shoot-out in support of Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters. 
 

 

There are so many more up coming events, it would take pages of space to 
delve into each and every one of them. Keep your eye on the announcements 
in the PRIME and get involved. Thanks again for all your efforts and time! 
 
Ken 

 
Wednesday May 19 

St. Andrew’s Golf 
Club 

 
Our annual Respect for law dinner will 
be held on Wednesday May 19 at the 
St. Andrews Golf Club 
 
Please plan to attend as we honour 3 of  
York Region’s officers for their 
contribution to community safety in 
Aurora and a youth for his ideas to 
support our troops.. 
 
Cocktails – 6:30 pm 
Dinner 7:15 pm 
 
Dress is business casual 
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· May 1 – Progressive Dinner 
· May 2 – Zone Meeting 
· May 14, 15 – 3rd Quarter Board 
· May 19 – Respect for Law 
· May 26 – Board Meeting 
· June 2 – Business Meeting 
· June 2 – Civic Awards 
· June 6 – Street Sale 
· June 9 – Business Meeting 
· June 18 – 25th Dinner 
· June 19 – 25th Picnic 
· June 23 – Board Meeting 
· June 30 – Dance in the Park 
· July 1 – Canada Day 
· July 8 – Club BBQ 

 
*** Note change in date for June 
Business Meeting 

 
 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It will get better  
 
 
 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exercise to Keep Fit  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Optimist of the 
Month 

 
Mike Varcoe 

 
Joined the Optimist Club of Aurora 

in May 1992  
Contributing force behind the annual 

chess tournament 

 
 

Following the elections at the April 
Business meeting, the Executive for 

2010-2011 will be: 
 
President: Glen Sharp 
President Elect: Alex Ansell 
Vice President: Peter Bifolchi 
Vice President: Diane Buchanan 
1 Year Directors: Steve Hinder 
 Tom Mrakas 
 Brian Walsh 
2 Year Directors: Diane Buchanan 
 Bill Hack 
 Carolyne Trussler 
Past President Ken Banks         
Secretary: John Thompson 
Treasurer: Carol Bartlett 
Sgt-at-Arms TBA 

OC Aurora 
Junior Golf Tournament  

 
Sunday May 30 

St. Andrews Golf Club 

First Tee Off:  11:00 am 
Cost:  $70 per golfer (includes golf, 
meal and a prize for the winner in 
each age category 
 

Volunteers are required  
 
Contact Greg Way at 905-713-2570 
for further information or to sign  up. 

  Meet our Newest 
  Inductee 

 

	  
Lou Crone 

Home Show   
 
Once again, the Beer Garden 
operated by the Optimist Club of 
Aurora at the 2010 Home Show was 
very successful.  A total of 30 
members were involved in the 
cooking, food preparation and 
serving.   

 
The cooks again did a great job and 
there were many satisfied customers.  
The chips on each plate added that 
extra touch to make the hamburgers, 
hot dogs, sausages and peameal that 
much more attractive.  

 
The Club made some money and is 
rapidly developing the reputation of 
having the best food around. 

Ontario Volunteer 
Awards 

 
On April 13, 6 members of the 
Optimist Club of Aurora were 
honoured by the Province of Ontario 
at the annual Volunteer Award 
Presentations held in Markham.  

 
Janice Walsh was honoured for five 
years of service in the Optimist Club 
and Grant Perry, Steve Hinder, Ken, 
McIsaac, Rob Whiting and Alex 
Ansell all received twenty-five year 
recognition.  Congratulations to all. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Optimist Creed 
 

Promise Yourself 
 

To be so strong that nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind. 

 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity 

to every person you meet. 
 

To make all your friends feel that there is 
something in them. 

 
To look at the sunny side of everything 

and make your optimism come true. 
 

To think only of the best, to work only 
for the best and to expect only the best. 

 
To be just as enthusiastic about the 

success of others as you are about your 
own. 

 
To forget the mistakes of the past and 
press onto the greater achievements of 

the future. 
 

To wear a cheerful countenance at all 
times and give every living creature you 

meet a smile. 
 

To give so much time to the 
improvement of yourself that you have 

no time to criticize others. 
 

To be too large for worry, too noble for 
anger, too strong for fear and too happy 

to permit the presence of trouble. 
 

 
 

Right Here, Right Now 
 
 

Run for Southlake 
Sunday April 25 

 
Once again the club was on hand to 
cook and serve pancakes and sausages 
to the energized masses who 
participated in the Run for Southlake.  
 

  
Despite the challenges with the 
power sources we managed to serve 
approx. 600 participants. 

  
We cooked over 1500 sausages and 
1000  pancakes. 
 

 
It was loads of fun.  Once again thanks 
to the crew, Bill Hack, Alex Ansell, 
Kim Kerr, Diane Buchanan, Terry 
Sherin, Peter Bilfochi, Don Constable, 
Ken MacIsaac, and Carol Bartlett for 
helping out.  Thanks to Ken Banks for 
manning the PA system.  
 
Carol Bartlett 
Cooking coordinator 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 
On Saturday April 3, the Optimist 
Club teamed up with members of the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, the Girl 
Guides and the Town of Aurora to 
provide a pancake breakfast for the 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt.  
 

  
The location was excellent and as a 
refreshing change there were no 
power issues.   This turned out to be a 
great partnership with our members 
doing the cooking and the cash 
handling and the Seniors’ Club 
assisting with the serving.    

  
Staff from the Town was a big help 
in ensuring that everything ran 
smoothly, and the Guides had some 
fun activities for the kids. 

 
We dished out approximately 500 
servings and all in attendance had a 
good time.   

 
 
Everyone involved agreed that it was 
a great day and that we hoped we 
could all do it again next year. 
 
Glen Sharp 
Hunt Coordinator 



  

May 2010      
      1 

Progressive 
Dinner - 7:30 p.m.  
Locations - TBA 

2 
 Zone Meeting 
 - 10:00 a.m.  
Keswick 

3 4 5 
Business Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 
 
 
 

14 
 
Quarter Board 
Belleville 

15 
 
Quarter Board 
Belleville 

16 17 18 19 
Respect for Law 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
St. Andrews 

20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library  

27 28 29 

30 
 
Junior Golf 
St. Andrews 

31      

       
June 2010       
  1 2 

 
Aurora Civic 
Awards 

3 4 5 

6 
Street Sale 
 - 10:00 a.m.  
Yonge Street 

7 8 9 
Business Meeting 
 - 7:30 p.m.  
Legion 

10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
Aurora 25th 
Members 
St. Andrews 

19 
Aurora 25th  
Picnic 
Optimist Park 

20 21 22 23 
Board Meeting 
 - 7:00 p.m.  
Library 

24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 
 
Dance in the Park 
Town Park  

   

 
For lots of interesting information about Optimist International and its 
programs visit the official web site at “www.optimist.org” , the Central 
Ontario District at “www.cenon.org” or our own at 
“www.auroraoptimist.com”  
 
 
Editor’s Corner  
 
During the months ahead we will try to keep you up-to-date on 
events both within and outside of the Club as they relate to 
optimism.  Event write-ups will be a must.  If you have any other 
items or notices you would like to have included in the bulletin, 
please forward them to me at 905-727-5012 or email at 
ansellas@interlog.com 


