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According to Alex.....
Ah, the start of another new year, the second for your 2011-12 administrative team.
® The first quarter passed very quickly and much has been accomplished. Our annual
i book sale was a tremendous success as was the Showcase Tournament. Many plans
have been made for new projects and programs and there is much more yet to come.

The second quarter starts off with a bit of a lull in January, but February is a different story. We have
bowling for Kids, the second quarter Zone meeting in Newmarket, second District quarter board
meeting in Markham, Arctic adventure and our 16™ annual chess tournament. Volunteers will be
required for Bowling for Kids (Carol Bartlett), Arctic Adventure (Greg Way) and Chess (Don Stubbs or
Mike Varcoe).

The membership has approved a $500 donation to G.W. Williams for their Grade 9 Peer Mentoring
Program and the Board will consider proposals from the Library and Theatre Aurora for youth activities
at the end of January. The final draft of the revisions of the By-laws and policies will be coming before
the Board at the January meeting, then forwarded to the membership for their consideration at the
March business meeting. Four clubs, Aurora, Keswick, Newmarket and Richmond Hill have agreed to
participate in the P.A.R.T.Y. project. The shade structure for the Optimist Park is in the design stage.
There is much more to come.

We also have couple for firsts. We will be holding an essay contest with the winner going on to
represent the Club at the District competition and hopefully win a $2,500 scholarship. John Thompson is
also working on having an oratorical contest, again a first, with the Club winner going on to higher
competitions to possibly win up to a $3,000 scholarship at the District level.

This issue of fundraising again comes to the foreground. Although we currently have money in the bank,
there is going to come a time in the not so distant future when our current fundraisers will not sustain
our program. Several members have submitted ideas for annual new fundraisers. There are
undoubtedly many more that can be suggested. Please go over the list of fundraisers from the past and
new ones suggested for the future, add new ones, put something together and submit it to me so your
fundraising project can come before the Board. Let’s lay the groundwork for a very positive financial
future.

Special congratulations are extended to Past President Glen Sharp and his 2010-11 team for being
awarded Honour Club status. The award will be presented at the awards luncheon at the Second
Quarter District Board Meeting at the Holiday Inn Suites in Markham. The OC of Newmarket was the
only other Club in the Zone to reach this level. Congratulations Glen.

Remember we are “Optimists, Bringing Out the Best in Kids” and we will always be an Honour Club.

Yours in Optimism ﬂ[b)(




Our next Dinner Speaker....

Introducing.....
Brooke Harrison

Please read her story below, and sign up to attend our January 18"
eeting at Jonathans....6:30 Cocktails and 7:00 Dinner

When | was six-years-old, my then five-year-old cousin Juliana was diagnosed with Leukemia,
and | was determined to help her beat this thing called cancer; a concept that I did not yet
understand. So | came to the conclusion at the ripe old age of six, that | would pay the
doctors to work overtime so that Juliana would be cured...definitely six year old logic. In
keeping with my determination, | decided to make a
cookbook with all proceeds going towards childhood
leukemia research. | sent out many letters to my friends
and family asking for their favourite recipes and at the age
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double-sided | might add). Throughout the creation of my
book I met some incredible people who shared my same
passion for finding a cure for Leukemia and with their
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books, | have been able to raise over $60,000 for childhood leukemia research. More
importantly, | am happy to report that Juliana just turned 16 and is 100% cancer-free.

By creating my cookbooks, | unknowingly sparked a passion for helping others that has led
me to create the first Youth Advisory Council for the Philip Aziz Centre in Toronto. My team
and | have organized 3 Christmas drives and are currently planning our 5th annual charity golf
tournament which to date has raised around $110,000. Additionally, | have recently had the
honour of becoming the Student Ambassador for Neighbourhood Network, where | assist in
making a connection between youth and local volunteer opportunities. This past summer |
also became involved in helping our Native Canadians who live in fly-in communities in
northern Ontario, who are living in Third World conditions. Philanthropy work and giving
back has evolved from simply helping my cousin to a wide variety of projects because |
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€t he gunte was taken from an internet interview with Charity Republic (photo from York Region site)

Brooke will be shedding some light on how we can connect with the Youth of Aurora, and
help define their needs.
Please email your attendance to Carol at cbartlett@Ilevi.com
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'{r(a 2011-2012 Optimist Executive )

President- Alex Ansell
Vice President- Brian Walsh and
Steve Hinder
Secretary- Greg Way
Treasurer- Carol Bartlett
Directors- Carolyn Trussler
-Bruce Porter
-Diane Buchanan

-Llew Crone

-Bill Hack

-Kimherley Kerr
Sgr-At-Arms-Terry Sherin
Past President- Glen Sharp
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2011 — 2012 Committee Chairs

Book Sale- Mora MacDonald and
Ken Mclsaac

Bowling For Kids 5ake —  Carol Bartlett
Bulletin- Kimberley Kerr
Chess- Don Stubbs and
Mike Varcoe

COLs-  John Thompson and Tom Connor
Communications- Carol Bartlett
Farmer’s Market- Bill Hack
Finonciol Review-  Carolyn Trussler and
Liew Crone

Home Show- Alex Ansell
JO0I- Ken Mclsaac and Tony Caceres
Junior Golf- Greg Way
Membership Responsibilities- Greg Way
Maobile Kitchen- Terry Sherin
Opti-Rec Hockey- Brian Walsh

Conodian Children’s Optimist Foundation-
Janice Walsh

Oratorcal- John Thompson
Policy Review- Glen Sharp
President’s Night- Alex Ansell
Progressive Dinner- Brian Walsh

Publicity- Diane Buchanan
Respect for Law- Steve Hinder
Sonta Clous Porode- Marsholling

Terry Sherin
Santa Claus Parode- Float

Valerie Otton
Showcase Tournament- Alex Ansell
Slo Pitch/Ball Hockey- Peter Bifolchi

Brian Walsh

Web Site-
( ; J/

A On Monday, February 20, we

Cr 1) are once again serving hot dogs, chilli,
and hot chocolate to the hundreds of
Aurora family’s participating in the
fun-filled activities put on by the
Town of Aurora for Family Day.

Last year temperatures were at a record [
low, and our frozen Optimist volunteers braved
the cold temperatures, frozen fingers and chilly
toes...and had an absolute blast!!!

4 Please mark February 20™ on
1 your calendar — and if weather
__ > conditions continue this year, as they
have been these past few days...this
year may be a “Arctic Wanna -
Be"” or “Arctic Spring”
event!!!

The contact for this

\ event is Terry Sherin

tsherin@trebnet.com
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Calling all Optimists!!!!

Can you believe that you can volunteer your time where hundreds of knights will fall, castles
will take pawns without fear, arglieens will defend their kings?

You Can!ll

Our 16" Annual Optimist Chess Tournament will be
held on Thursday, February 23" at the Royal
Canadian Legion.

Hundreds ofAurora students frorsrades 1 to 12will sit together and play the game of Chess in
the hopes o& chance to move to the Regional Chess Tournament to be held later.

We are | ooking for two types of wvolunteer séj

For those with little of knowledge of the game, we start with set up WedneggtayFebruary

22nd around 7pm (at the Legion) which involves chakugefior about an hour. Then Thursday
morning we need greeters avalunteers to keep the tournamen
running smoothly.

If you do have knowledge of the game, we are in need of sess
leaders (someone who keeps the games on time and helps
chess rules during play)

Please contact Don Stublaiforabraces@sympatico)chould
you be available to assist with the day.

It really isa funway tovolunteeé and compared to the other acfiv

warml!!!!

Hope to see you February 237111
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The parade was a success. The float received "Best Service Float Award”

| would like to everyone who helped with the float Ken Watkins and his
grandchildren, Greg Way and his grandchildren, and Ken Morreaux, and
a special thanks to Ken's wife Wendy for making the stockings around
the float and of course a special thanks to Bill .

The theme was a Traditional Country Christmas with walkers
to support our Club.

| am hoping that next year
we double the walkers. We
had a blast making the
float.

Thank you to everyone.

Valerie Otton

Please remember that the Opti-Prime newsletter is for everyone in the club to be a part of. If you have a
committee that is doing a project, please send me the details and | will include it in the next edition of the Opti
Prime newsletter.

All articles for the February Newsletter must be received by Friday February 3rd in order to appear in ou
newsletter. Any articles received after February 3rd, will appear in the March Newsletter.

Many Thanks!!
The Optimist Creed %’E w
Promise Yourself a;;mf

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.
Totalk health, happiness and prosperity To every person you meet.

To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.
To lock at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for the best and to expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past and press onto the greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile.
To give 50 much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others.

To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.

Right Here, Right Now




2011-2012 Showcase Tournament =

Tuesday December 27 started the Sixteenth Annual Minor Hockey Showcagsnsored by the Optimist Club of
Aurora, the Aurora Minor Hockey Association and Aurora Home Hardware. Over 800 boys and girls on 44 teams
in 8 divisions participatd in the fouday event, with over 80 games being played. Of course the highlight of the
event was the skills competition put on by our Club for the 8 age divisions from Tyke to Bantam Gold. The Tyke to
Atom Gold age divisions were put through theirgmdoing skating, stick handling and shooting drills. The skills

for the senior divisions of PeeWee Black to Bantam Gold had more of an NHL flavour and included accuracy,
hardest shot and breakaway passing. Each division also had relay races. Tbersgiistions all took place on
December 27 from 8:00 am to 6:15 pm. The equivalent of over eighty people was required to run these skills
competitions. Points earned in the skills competition by each team were factored into the overall standing for each
age group in the tournament so the skills become a very important factor in determining the two finalist teams for
the championship games on December 30.

On Thursday December $9before the CoacheEigers and between periods, the four fastest teareadf age

division of the Tyke to PeeWee Gold skated in special relay races and the four hardest shots of the Bantam Black
and Bantam Gold divisions were involved in head to head shootouts. The winners of these special events and the
winning skills teams were presented with their awards courtesy of Aurora Home Hardware.

On Friday December 30, the finals for each age group were held. Past Presidents Brian Walsh and Brian Marshall
shared the presentation of the gold and silver medals and trophiestathpions and finalists. Many thanks are
extended to Joe Bentolila, Andrea Bentolila and Holly Windle of the Aurora Minor Hockey Association for their
organization and cooperation in making this tournament such a success. Many favourable commentsiveetre rec
about the tournament.

Many thanks are also extended to the twesgtyen members and four rarembers including Judy Sherin, Mary

Beth Marshall, Todd Kroeplin and Brian Trussler for helping to run the skills competitions. Special thanks are
extende to Brian Marshall, Brian Walsh, Bill Otton and Rob Gaby for their extra efforts for filling in on some of

the skills events. Special thanks are also extended to Rusty Barrese of Recreation Leisure Services for his generous
support in providing the MVPveards for the championship games. It was awiim situation for all of those

involved but particularly for the house league kid

Alex S. Ansell
Skills Coordinator
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Deck the Opti - Halls
with boughs of
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The following e/ents are coming up.....

Wednesday, January 18"- Dinner Meeting i 6:30 Cocktails and 7:15 Dinner
at Jonathans Restaurant

Wednesday January 25"- Board Meeting Please send.inwyor Fundraising Ideas

Wednesday, February 1st- Business Meeting
Friday, February 3rd- Deadline for submis

Saturday, February 4™- Big Brothers Big

Q VO

Sunday February 5th- Zone Break

7:15 Dinner

-Pleaseconsider

Thursday, Fe _at Legion -Please consider
volunteering

Wednesday, Febrt

QO Q@




Looking for a great
Resolution??

How about becoming more actively
involved in our club??

We are a vibrant, active club, full of
strong fellowship and fun.

Come out and join in the uneé

é. . The Youth of Aur or a




